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Liturgical Guide for Saturday, September 3, 2022 
ON THIS DAY, THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES The Translation of the relics of St. 

Nektarios the Wonderworker, Bishop of Pentopolis; Anthimos, Bishop of Nicomedia; Holy 

Father Theoktistos and his fellow struggler Euthymios the Great; Polydorus the Martyr of 

New Ephesus; Chariton the Martyr; and Phoebe the Deaconess. Through their holy 

intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also 

welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. According to new 

CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being relaxed for those areas of the US where 

hospitals are not greatly impacted by COVID-19 cases. In response, His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios on March 2nd wrote to the Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His 

guidance. Please read it by clicking here.  

 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, whether or not our 

parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether others continue to wear masks for the 

sake of their friends or family, or even out of caution for their own health, their decisions 

should be respected as demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective intercessions 

to our Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace to our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 

standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 

("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./3. Hymn of St. Anthimos – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Becoming a partner with the Apostles in way 

of life and successor to their thrones, O God-inspired Saint, in the active life you found an 

entrance to contemplation. Hence you rightly expounded the word of truth, and you shed 

your blood in struggling for the faith, O Hieromartyr Anthimos. Intercede with Christ our 

God, beseeching Him to save our souls. 

 

2. Hymn for Translation of Relics of St. Nektarios – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: As we joyfully commemorate the welcome arrival of 

your sacred Relics, holy Hierarch Nektarios, we call upon the grace of God in you, which 

sanctifies our bodies and our souls. You alleviate our suffering and you cure the illnesses 

afflicting us. Glory to Christ, who glorified you! Glory to Him for your miracles! Glory to 

Him for all the cures that He works through you. 

 

4. Hymn of St. Theoktistos – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung at the end of Great Doxology, and before and after the Small Entrance: With the 

rivers of your tears you made the barren desert bloom; and with your sighs from deep 

within, you made your labors bear their fruits a hundredfold; and you became a star, 

illuminating the world by your miracles, O Theoktistos our devout father. Intercede with 

Christ our God, for the salvation of our souls. 

 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O famed Martyr 

Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing the thrice-holy 

hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save us, your 

servants. 

 



6. Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos – (Hymnal-pp.228-231): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Your holy birth delivered Joachim and Anna from the 

reproach of childlessness and liberated Adam and Eve from death’s corruption, O Pure One. 

Thus free from the stain of sin, we, your people, honor your birth, crying out to you: A woman 

thought barren brings forth the Theotokos who nourishes Christ our life.  

 

6. Communion Hymn – (not in Hymnal): 

On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or “Praise 

the Lord”: “Their proclamation went forth into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the 

world. Alleluia.” 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Epistle Reading (Ephesians 5:8-19) 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 

light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to 

find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise 

from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Be careful then how you live, not as 

unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, because the days are evil. So 

do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with 

wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord 

in your hearts,  

 

Gospel Reading (Matthew 4:25-5:12) 

And great crowds followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and 

from beyond the Jordan. When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 

after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. ‘Blessed are the meek, for 

they will inherit the earth. ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 



mercy. ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ‘Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. ‘Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Blessed are 

you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. ‘Blessed are you 

when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates and 

photos. 

On this the nineteenth Feast of the Translation of the Holy Relics of St. Nektarios, we continue to 

thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful 

of men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 

build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640

