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ON THIS DAY, THE EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, THE SUNDAY 

FOLLOWING THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS 

CHRIST, THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES The Holy Righteous Martyr 

Dometius; Our Holy Father Nicanorus the Wonderworker; Theodosius the 

New; Joseph Gerontogiannis of Lithines Sitia; Sozon of Nicomedea; The 

Holy Ten Thousand Ascetics of Thebes; and Narcissus the Hieromartyr of 

Jerusalem. Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and 

save us. Amen. 
 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and 

we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. 

http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


According to new CDC guidelines, indoor mask mandates are being relaxed 

for those areas of the US where hospitals are not greatly impacted by COVID-

19 cases. In response, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on March 2nd wrote 

to the Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His guidance. Please read it by 

clicking here.  

 

As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, 

whether or not our parish falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether others 

continue to wear masks for the sake of their friends or family, or even out of 

caution for their own health, their decisions should be respected as 

demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective intercessions to our 

Creator help to bring a spirit of healing and peace to our world. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited 

to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion 

of today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./3. Hymn for Feast of the Transfiguration–(Hymnal-pp.220-221): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance. When You were transfigured on the 

mountain, O Christ our God, You showed Your disciples Your glory as far as 

they could bear. So now, for us sinners also, let this same eternal light shine 

forth through the prayers of the Theotokos. O .Giver of light, glory to You. 

 

2. Resurrectional Hymn (Grave Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.122-125): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: By Your Cross, O Lord, You destroyed 

death; to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrhbearers’ sorrow You 

transformed into joy, and You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that You 

had risen from the dead, Christ our God, bestowing on all the world Your great 

mercy. 

 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion for Feast of Transfiguration – (Hymnal-pp.284-287): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. You were transfigured on the mountain, O Christ 

our God, showing Your disciples as much of Your glory as they could bear, so 

that when they see You crucified they will know that You suffer freely, and 

they will tell all the world that You are truly the radiance of the Father. 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:11-18) 

“But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 

body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 

They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They 

have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.’ 

When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 

but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are 

you weeping? Who are you looking for?’ Supposing Him to be the 

gardener, she said to Him, ‘Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me 

where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away.’ Jesus said to her, 

‘Mary!’ She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to Me, because I have not yet 

ascended to the Father. But go to My brothers and say to them, I am 

ascending to My Father and Your Father, to My God and Your God.' 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the 

Lord’; and she told them that He had said these things to her.” 



Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 1:10-17) 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 

among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you 

says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to 

Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?14I thank 

God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one 

can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized 

anyone else.)17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 

gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not 

be emptied of its power. 

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 14:14-22) 
14When He went ashore, He saw a great crowd; and He had compassion 

for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to 

Him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 

crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 

themselves.” 16Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give them 

something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves 

and two fish.” 18And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 19Then He 

ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and 

the two fish, He looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 

and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
20And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the 

broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children.22Immediately He made the 



disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds.  

  

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 

(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
“Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Your Name; deliver 

us, and forgive our sins, for Your Name’s sake.”     (Psalm 79:9)     

 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

 
 

 

 



 

A strong person works out every day to keep his body in shape, but a 

follower of our Lord with strength kneels in prayer to keep his soul in 

shape. 

A strong person isn’t afraid of anything, but a follower of our Lord with 

strength shows her courage in the midst of fear. 

A strong person won’t let anyone get the best of him, but a follower of our 

Lord with strength gives the best of himself to everyone. 

A strong person walks sure-footedly, but a follower of our Lord with 

strength knows God will catch her when she falls. 

A strong person wears the look of confidence on his face, but a follower of 

our Lord with strength wears grace. 

A strong person has faith that she is strong enough for the journey, but a 

follower of our Lord with strength has faith that in the journey she will 

become strong. 

Are we merely strong . . . or do we rely on our faith to provide the strength 

to overcome life’s difficulties and gain victory with our Lord? 
 



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 

reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of 

the gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied 

and shared with all present. Through this Orthodox 

Service, we return thanksgiving to God for 

multiplying our own gifts and hence, the icon of this 

miracle has been selected as our logo for “Parish 

Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month (except this month)! 

 

On this “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday,” Kirk & Dedee 

Panayis are offering the five Artos (loaves of bread) in 

thanksgiving for the health and welfare of our parish 

family and God’s blessings in their lives this month… 

including Dedee's Birthday on the 6th, Maria’s Name 

Day on the 15th, and the anniversary of the baptism of their nephew and Godson, 

Iasonas (son of Kirk’s brother and sister-in-law, Vasili and Effie Panagis and 

grandson of Maria) on the 6th. 

 

Likewise, today we thank God and celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, Wedding 

Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred recently or will occur 

during the month of August. Congratulations to everyone celebrating their special 

events today and thanks to all who offered our parish their gifts for God to use and 

multiply. 



 



Save the Date – Sunday, August 21st! 

Parents, please bring your students to church the Sunday after next 

(August 21st) for the Blessing of the New School Year – both in our 

public/private schools and religious education classes. Teachers will be 

introduced and highlight lessons to be taught. We will register students 

during coffee fellowship…there is no fee – just provide names, ages, and 

share information for teachers about your children.  Our focus is for 

youth and adults to worship and learn our Orthodox faith. You hold the 

lifeline of your children’s religious development, and our teachers are 

here to assist and support you! God bless our efforts and each of you. 

Fr. George will bless the Prayer Shawls for CTCA on this Sunday. 

 

 

St. Christopher 

Parishioners can volunteer 

to help at our Golf Classic 

by using Sign Up Genius 

available on South Atlanta 

Golf Classic page of our 

parish website. Click here! 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2022


"Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos.  

On this the 917th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each 
of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, August 7 (Eight Sunday of St. Matthew):  

            7:45 a.m.     Orthros Service 

  9:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy, Blessing of Five Loaves & August Commemorations 

          11:00 a.m.     Parish Council Meeting 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

 

Fr. George invites you to offer the FIRST NAMES of LIVING 

family and friends for him to pray for their health and welfare 

during the August Paraklesis Services. Click here to submit. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgyoXwXL7kD64rJy4yQsxKkrCiyLU72PzDxlmKepYw_Pw-Uw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgyoXwXL7kD64rJy4yQsxKkrCiyLU72PzDxlmKepYw_Pw-Uw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgyoXwXL7kD64rJy4yQsxKkrCiyLU72PzDxlmKepYw_Pw-Uw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScgyoXwXL7kD64rJy4yQsxKkrCiyLU72PzDxlmKepYw_Pw-Uw/viewform


The following homily on the Feast of the Transfiguration was written by St. John of Damascus and is 
reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com. He was a Byzantine Monk and Priest who lived in the 7th-8th 
centuries. May his thoughts inspire us as we continue to remember yesterday’s Feast.  +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

“Of old when Moses saw God, he experienced the divine darkness, indicating the symbolic 
nature of the law; for as Paul has written, the law contained only a shadow of the things to 
come, not the reality itself. In the past Israel could not look at the transient glory on the face of 
Moses; but we, beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled faces, are being transformed from 
one degree of glory to another by the Lord Who is the Spirit. The cloud, therefore, that 
overshadowed the disciples was not one of threatening darkness but of light; for the mystery 
hidden from past ages has been revealed to show us perpetual and eternal glory. Moses and 
Elijah, representing the law and the prophets, stood by the Savior because He Whom the law 
and the prophets proclaimed was present in Jesus, the giver of life. 
 
And a voice from the cloud said: ‘This is My beloved Son with Whom I am well pleased; listen 
to Him.’ 
 
The voice of the Father came from the cloud of the Spirit: ‘This is my beloved Son.’ He Who is 
seen in human form Who became man only yesterday Who lives humbly in the midst of us, and 
Whose face is now shining, is He Who is. ‘This is my beloved Son, the eternal, the only begotten 
of the only God, He Who proceeds timelessly and eternally from Me, His Father; Who did not 
begin to exist after Me but is from Me and with Me and in Me from all eternity.’ 
 
It was by the Father’s good pleasure that His only begotten Son and Word became incarnate; it 
was by the Father’s good pleasure that the salvation of the world was achieved through His only 
begotten Son; it was the Father’s good pleasure which brought about the union of the whole 
universe in His only begotten Son. For humanity is a microcosm linking in itself all visible and 
invisible being, sharing as it does in the nature of both, and so it must surely have pleased the 
Lord, the creator and ruler of the universe, for divinity and humanity and thus all creation to be 
united in His only begotten and consubstantial Son, so that God might be all in all. 
 
‘This is My Son, the radiance of My glory Who bears the stamp of My own nature, through 
Whom I created the angels, through Whom the vault of heaven was made firm and the earth 
established. He upholds the universe by His powerful Word, and by the Spirit Which proceeds 
from His mouth, that is the life-giving and guiding Spirit. Listen to Him. Whoever receives Him, 
receives Me Who sent Him by the authority not of a stern master but of a Father. As a Man He 
is sent, but as God He abides in Me and I in Him. Whoever refuses to honor My only begotten 
Son refuses to honor Me, His Father Who sent Him. Listen to Him, for He has the words of 
eternal life.’” 
 


