
Paschal Message from Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

 
 

Dear co-workers in Christ, 

 

Thank you for helping me serve our St. Christopher family during our 

journey leading to Holy Pascha. Without your prayers and sacrifices, we 

could not have offered every lenten and Holy Week service. The photo 

above touched my heart this morning as I witnessed the unconditional 

love of one of our fathers teach his son to venerate the Epitaphios on 

Holy Saturday. This single image will remain indelible in my soul for the 

rest of my life; it depicts the struggles and sacrifices our parishioners 

are willing to offer to God to bring their families close to Him and to 



2 
 

trust and to rely on His strength and love to guide and lead them in 

their journey towards His Kingdom. 

 

As my brothers and sisters in Christ, I pray daily for each of you. Your 

spiritual welfare and your family make a difference in my priestly 

ministry. You offer hope and faith to those in our midst and likewise to 

those in need close by and throughout the world.  

 

As we prepare to proclaim the Glorious Resurrection of our Lord, God, 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, I ask you to consider the following blessings 

you bestow on me and my family. I suspect you often do not realize 

how essential and encouraging you are as part of the Body of Christ; in 

fact, your presence and prayers encourage me to offer my best efforts 

and never cease serving our mission to build a permanent church for 

the glory of God in the southern metro area of Atlanta.  
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Indeed, in respect for Bishop Phillip of blessed memory who ordained 

me and taught me to acknowledge the good works of others so that 

they realize their impact and continue to serve and uplift, I thank you 

tonight for your positive impact on my ministry and the members of 

our parish family. 

 

• First, on behalf of His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios, I thank you for 

your prayers for his health and for peace and healing in our world. We 

all suffer unexpected setbacks and moving forward in spite of them is a 

challenge if we have no one to fall back on and urge us forward. 

 

• Your diakonia testifies to the glory of God. He desires for us to live with 

Him. He calls us to welcome others to encounter Him through our 

worship, service, witness, and fellowship. No one has ever complained 

our parish family is not warm and hospitable. Our philoxenia comes 

naturally and flows from the Holy Spirit that guides us to welcome all 

into our midst. 

 

• It is impossible to identify all the acts of kindness and stewardship our 

faithful offer each day. However, we know God is working in our midst 

whether we are aware or not and He sustains us as we labor together. 

The Evil One tempts us to look for the weaknesses and flaws that each 

of us possess; our innate nature knows better and always responds 

with patience, love, and hope. 

 

• From our inception, we have fought the notion that we are a club or 

business; as the Body of Christ on earth, we have been given the 

stewardship of God’s creation. He calls us to use His truth and ample 
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blessings to lift each other up and not weaken or destroy. You and your 

family are essential co-workers in our shared ministry. I thank you and 

your family for your faith and support.  

 

• Daily we are given opportunities to reconcile with God and each other. 

He desires for us to come together in peace and unity. He taught us to 

renounce the temptations of Satan to judge and condemn others. 

When we do, we follow God’s command to Love God, our neighbors, 

and yes, our enemies.  

 

 
 

• Our faith is anchored in the hope offered us by our Risen Lord: 

“Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ,2through Whom we have obtained access 

to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
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glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering produces endurance,4and endurance produces 

character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 

us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” (Romans 5:1-5) 

 

 
 

• Let us pray often: “As a good and loving God, forgive every sin we have 

committed in word, deed, or thought, for there is no one who lives and 

does not sin. You [Christ] alone are without sin. Your righteousness is an 

everlasting righteousness, and Your word is truth.” 

 

• I am grateful for your patience and friendship. I ask for God’s mercy and 

for His and your forgiveness for my shortcomings. May He forgive us all.  

 

• At this time of year after journeying through Great Lent and Holy Week, 

we have read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ arrest, persecution, 

crucifixion, and death for us. I am reminded of the special privilege of 
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calling myself a Christian. I “get to” lift up my personal cross and offer 

sacrifice, love, and respect for our Crucified Lord and His Holy Body, the 

Church. He calls us to forgive just as He forgave those who persecuted 

Him. This is one aspect of what it means to “follow Him.” Everything we 

do for Him and for those whom we serve brings us closer together; it 

assists His salvation plan for His creation. 

 

 
 

• My brothers and sisters in Christ, I rejoice at the possibilities that lie 

ahead… for our parish, for our sister parishes throughout our God-

protected Metropolis, Archdiocese and Patriarchate. Collectively, we 

are His soldiers serving those He places in our paths. We “get to” lift up 

and strengthen each other, to walk in His light, and to share His love 

and mercy. Thank you for being my co-workers and inspiring me to 

offer my best so that we can honor and worship our Risen Lord. 

 

• I pray in the days ahead that the Holy Spirit guides us to do God’s will in 

all things as we journey together towards Him and His Eternal Kingdom. 

Let us never give up. Let us know we can call upon each other to grow 

and heal. God’s love knows no limits and in turn, we are here to serve 

Him and support each other. 
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• May we always see the image of God in others. We ask His help to 

overcome temptations to harm or condemn others, whether 

consciously or unconsciously. May we fast and pray to overpower our 

weaknesses and ask God’s mercy, strength, and forgiveness to reconcile 

and be at peace with each other and the world at large. 
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• Kali Dynami – may the strength of God’s Angels enable us to follow and 

live with our Risen Lord. In all things let us seek to serve His Holy Body 

on earth just as the Heavenly Powers serve Him in Heaven. May we ask 

Panayia and the Saints to pray for us and serve as our role models in 

our respective ministries. 

 

• Kali Anastasi – Blessed Resurrection – may the joy of our Lord’s 

salvation be nurtured in our families, homes, workplaces, parishes, and 

in the world at large. In just a few moments, I look forward to adding 

my voice with yours and proclaim: “Christ is Risen!”  

 

• Let us not forget during 

the Paschal period to 

share the light of our 

Risen Lord Jesus Christ; 

let us seek to renew the 

hope of all who are sick, 

suffering, at war, 

bereaved, in prisons, 

and lost. “We know that 

all things work together 

for good for those who 

love God, who are called 

according to His 

purpose.”  

(Romans 8:28) 
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On this Blessed Pascha, Fr. George also wishes to thank Ethel, 

JoAnne, Monica, and Nick who assist his service to Metropolitan 

Alexios, Bishop Sevastianos, and the 74 parishes, five 

monasteries, and Diakonia Retreat Center of the Holy and God-

Protected Metropolis of Atlanta. 

 
 

 
 

Faithfully yours, +Fr. George Tsahakis 
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Christ is risen from the dead, by death 

trampling down upon death, and to 

those in the tombs, He has granted life! 


