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Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also welcome those 

who are viewing our online video streaming at home. According to new CDC guidelines, indoor mask 

mandates are being relaxed for those areas of the US where hospitals are not greatly impacted by 

COVID-19 cases. In response, His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios on March 2nd wrote to the 

Metropolis of Atlanta faithful offering His guidance. Please read it by clicking here.  

 

As before, those who continue to wear masks have every right to do so, whether or not our parish 

falls into a low or medium risk area. Whether others continue to wear masks for the sake of their 
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ON THIS DAY, THE SATURDAY BEFORE PALM SUNDAY, WE COMMEMORATE 

the raising of the holy and just Lazarus, the friend of Christ, who lay in the 

tomb four days. WE ALSO COMMEMORATE Agape, Chionia, and Irene, the Holy 

Martyrs; Righteous Amphilochios of Patmos; and Leonidas and Charissa, 

Nike, Galene, Kallida, Nounenchia, Vasilissa, and Theodora the Martyrs. 

Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.goarch.org/
http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/on-recent-changes-to-mask-mandates-march-2022


friends or family, or even out of caution for their own health, their decisions should be respected 

as demonstrations of Christ-like love. May our collective intercessions to our Creator help to bring 

a spirit of healing and peace to our world. 
 

PLEASE CONSIDER THAT ONLY BAPTIZED AND CHRISMATED ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS IN CANONICAL GOOD 

STANDING MAY APPROACH FOR HOLY COMMUNION. ALL ARE INVITED TO PARTAKE OF THE ANTIDORON 

("INSTEAD OF THE GIFTS") DISTRIBUTED AT THE CONCLUSION OF TODAY’S DIVINE LITURGY. 

 

Special Hymns Sung Before/After Small Entrance 

1./2./7. Special Hymn for Saturday of Lazarus–(Hymnal-pp.144-147): 
This hymn is sung before and after the Small Entrance, and instead of Ithomen to fos, “We have seen 

the true light” after the distribution of Holy Communion: Before Your passion You 

confirmed the resurrection of all by raising Lazarus from the dead, O Christ 

our God. Therefore, like the children of old, we also carry symbols of victory, 

and to You, the Victor over death, do we cry out: Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

3. Kontakion – (Not found in Hymnal): 

The joy of all men, the Truth who is Christ our God, the light and the life, the 

resurrection of the world has  appeared unto  those on earth, in that He is 

benevolent, becoming the type of the Resurrection, and granting divine 

remission unto all. 
 

4. Trisagion Hymn – (Hymnal-pp.292-293): 

On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the Trisagion hymn: “As 

many of you as have been baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves in 

Christ. Alleluia. (3)” 
 

5. Megalynarion (Hymn to the Theotokos) – (Not found in Hymnal): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Axion Estin” or “Truly it is 

proper to call you blessed…” The pure Theotokos who in her womb conceived the 

divine fire without being burned, let us honor gloriously, O peoples, magnifying 

her with never-silent hymns. 

6. Communion Hymn – (Hymnal-p.316): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or “Praise the 

Lord”: From the mouths of children and infants in arms You have found 



perfect praise. (Psalm 8) Alleluia. (3) 

Scriptural Passages from Today's Divine Liturgy 
 

 

Epistle Reading (Hebrews 12:28-13:8) 

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which 

we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a 

consuming fire. Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, 

as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves 

were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept 

undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of 

money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake 

you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can 

anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider 

the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today and forever. 

 

Gospel Reading (John 11:1-45) 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair; her brother 

Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But 

when Jesus heard it, He said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two days longer 

in the place where He was. Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 

The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone You, and are You 

going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at 

night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, He told them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to Him, 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about 

his death, but they thought that He was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 

“Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 

go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 

we may die with him.” When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had 

come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met Him, while 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts. – St. John Chrysostom 



Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 

not have died. But even now I know that God will give You whatever You ask of Him.” Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again 

in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those 

who believe in Me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in Me 

will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, the One coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went back 

and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 

And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to Him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the 

village, but was still at the place where Martha had met Him. The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 

thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and 

saw Him, she knelt at His feet and said to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 

not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 

He was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” 

They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how He 

loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not He who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

kept this man from dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to Him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank You 

for having heard Me. I knew that You always hear Me, but I have said this for the sake of the 

crowd standing here, so that they may believe that You sent Me.” When He had said this, He 

cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 

with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 

him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in Him. 

On this the nineteenth Saturday of Lazarus of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each 

of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and 

children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of 

growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree City, 

Georgia area for the glory of God! 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE 

Sat., April 16 (Saturday of Lazarus):  

 7:30 a.m.     Tsoureki Workshop for Parishioners and their friends 

 8:00 a.m. Orthros Service  

      9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy, Community Breakfast & Folding of Palm Crosses, followed 

by Fr. George offering Sacrament of Confession until 2:00 p.m. (no appointments needed) 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 


