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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, February 6, 2022 

ON THIS DAY, the Sunday following the Presentation of our Lord 

and Savior in the Temple and the 17th Sunday of St. Matthew, we 

commemorate Photius the Great, Patriarch of Constantinople; 

Bucolus, Bishop of Smyrna; Barsanuphius the Great and John of 

Gaza; and Ilyan of Homs. and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also welcome those 

who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have 

provided everyone. We appreciate your kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply 

appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and rest. We strongly 

encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing masks to slow the spread of the Omicron 

variant in response to His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils 

to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good standing 

may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") 

distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1. Hymn for Second Antiphon – (Hymnal-p.28): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the regular Soson imas, 

“Save us, O Son of God”: “Save us, O Son of God, Who was held in the arms of 

the righteous Symeon, as we sing to You, Alleluia.” 
 

2./4. Hymn for the Feast of the Presentation – (Hymnal-pp.212-215): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Rejoice, O woman full of grace, O 

Virgin Theotokos, for there rose from you the Sun of Justice, Christ our God, 

who enlightens those in darkness. You too exult and be glad, just and aged 

Simeon, for you carried in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, who bestows 

on us the grace of resurrection.  

 

3. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 4th Tone) – (Hymnal-pp126-7): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: From on high You descended, O 

merciful Lord. You accepted the cross and three days in the tomb to free us 

from the bondage of sin, O our life and resurrection. Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

5. Hymn Commemorating St. Photios – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Resembling the Apostles in way of life, O 

Photios, the teacher of the universe, intercede with the Master of all, to grant 

peace to the whole world, and great mercy to our souls. 

 

6. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 

7. Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord – (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 

sanctified the Virgin’s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 

resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to 

these troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted 

faith to all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 

 

8. Communion Hymn – (Hymnal-p.324): 

On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of 

“Aineite” or “Praise the Lord”: “I will lift the cup of salvation, and call on 

the Name of the Lord. (Ps. 115[116]). Alleluia.” 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:15-25) 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of 

John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You 

know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs." A second time He 

said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, 

Lord; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said 

to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt 

because he said to Him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, 

"Lord, You know everything; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, 

"Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 

fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, 

you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around 

you and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the 

kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this He said to him, 

"Follow me." Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following 



them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had 

said, "Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?" When Peter saw him, he 

said to Jesus, "Lord, what about him?" Jesus said to him, "If it is My will that 

he remain until I come, what is that to You? Follow me!" So the rumor spread 

in the community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him 

that he would not die, but, "If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is 

that to You?" This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and has 

written them, and we know that his testimony is true. But there are also many 

other things that Jesus did; if every one of them were written down, I suppose 

that the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1) 

What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of 

the living God; as God said, “I will live in them and walk among them, and I 

will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore, come out from 

them, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; 

then I will welcome you, and I will be your Father, and you shall be My sons 

and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, 

beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and of spirit, 

making holiness perfect in the fear of God.  

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 15:21-28) 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then 

a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But 

he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, 

“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent 

only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before 

him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the 

children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 

dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 

her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her 

daughter was healed instantly. 

 
 



MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love 

endures for ever.”    (1 Chronicles 16.34) 
 

 
 

 

 

Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves 
monthly will remind us of the generosity and 
multiplication of the gifts of fish and bread 
that our Lord multiplied and shared with all 
present. Through this Orthodox Service, we 
return thanksgiving to God for multiplying 
our own gifts and hence, the icon of this 
miracle has been selected as our logo for 
“Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first 
Sunday of every month! 

 
 

On this “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday,” we thank Faye 
Georgeo for offering our five Artos (loaves of bread) 
for the Service of the Blessing of the Five Loaves for 
the health and welfare of our parish and her family. 

Likewise, today we thank 
God and celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, 
Wedding Anniversaries, and other special 
occasions that occurred recently or during the 
month of February. Congratulations to everyone 
celebrating their special events today and thanks 

to all who offered our parish their gifts for God to use and multiply. 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 



Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Saint Photios, Patriarch of Constantinople 

Prot. No. 19/2022  February 6, 2022 

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious 
Priests and Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and 
Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day 
and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek 
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named 
Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America. 

“Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and their words unto 
the ends of the world.” (Psalm 18:4, LXX) 

My Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This year — the Centennial year of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America — we 
pause to remember those who came before us and honor the legacy of the pioneers 
of our Church in America. It seems only fitting, that on this Feast of the great and holy 
Patriarch Photios, we make special mention of the brave and stalwart πρωτοπόροι, 
whose voices brought the Faith of the Orthodox Christian Church to these shores. 
Thus, under the ever-memorable Archbishop Iakovos, our first National Shrine was 
established in St. Augustine, Florida, named for the great Patriarch — whose 
missionary endeavors are legendary — as a place of memory of those courageous 
souls. 

The legacy of these early immigrants, who were the first waves of the Diaspora from 
Greece, Asia Minor and Cyprus, is visible in every community across our Sacred 
Archdiocese. Many parishes have established local archives and other methods of 
historical preservation, to cherish the stories and adventures of these often-
unintentional missionaries. With their hopes and dreams for a new start and a better 
life in America, they also brought their deeply held religious values and beliefs. 
Wherever they settled — from the mountains of Wyoming to the shores Oregon, from 
the Great Lakes to the greatest of cities — they founded churches and community 
centers, where faith, language, and culture would be cherished and taught. 

Our Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is a visible symbol of the aspirations 
and the legacy of our forebears. And they are the spiritual ancestors to all of us — 
Greek and non-Greek alike — because they were the vessels in whom the seeds of our 



Archdiocese traversed land and sea to plant the Greek Orthodox Faith and traditions 
in the new world. 

And so, in this One Hundredth Anniversary year of our Church in America — an 
Eparchy of the same Mother Church of Constantinople that the Holy Patriarch Photios 
led over one thousand years ago — let us honor the legacy of our foremothers and 
forefathers. Let us honor them in every parish across this great land, and by sustaining 
the mission of our institution which honors their memory, the Saint Photios National 
Shrine, where the sound of their voices echoes unto eternity. 

 With paternal love in the Lord Jesus Christ, 

† ELPIDOPHOROS, Archbishop of America 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for 
updates and photos. 

 

On this the 893rd Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

 Sunday, February 6 (17th Sunday of St. Matthew): 
 7:45 a.m.   Orthros Service  

     9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy/Blessing of 5 Loaves & February Commemorations,  

         & Scout Sunday Celebration 

   11:00 a.m.   Philoptochos Potluck Lunch & Vasilopita Auction 
  

Your continued support and mutual encouragement 
are essential and appreciated! 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


St. Christopher Church Celebrates Scout Sunday Today 

Scout Sunday seeks to recognize the contributions of 

young people and adults to Scouting. It is observed on 

the Sunday immediately preceding the 8th of February 

unless the 8th falls on a Sunday. To recognize their 

efforts, Fr. George invited all our parish scouts to wear 

their uniforms today and join their families in church if 

possible so we can recognize the contributions they 

have offered through their hard work, dedication to 

duty and love of country and Faith. Today, we lift up their ideal of fellowship in Faith, 

love, and respect for others as the guiding principle that makes their work so 

beneficial and important. Today, we recognize our Scouting Youth and Leaders as well 

as their parents and siblings in attendance. 

Scouting gives us all of the good behaviors we aspire our children to have, while 

minimizing the bad ones. In Scouting, all youth are taught the Scout Oath, which ends 

with this phrase, “To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 

straight.” Each and every Scout lives by this code in every aspect of their life. We hope 

and pray the more involved they are in Scouting, the more likely they are to practice 

these virtues. Is this not a desire we would want for all young men and women?  

Today, let us collectively offer our heartfelt thanks to the Scouts who work so hard to 

deliver the good work of Scouting to our community. May our parents of all ages, and 

grandparents as well, get involved in Scouting and support their children as well. 

Fr. George encourages our scouts and their families to look at the many Orthodox 

Scout Awards by clicking this link and encourage your scouts to earn them. Scouting 

has proven to develop stronger Church membership and it is a natural fit. Good scouts 

make better Church members and good Church members make better scouts. Photos 

of the four Orthodox religious scout awards appear on the front cover of today’s 

Liturgical Guide. There are three awards for Scouts and one for their adult leaders. 

 

https://www.eocs.org/religious-awards
https://www.eocs.org/religious-awards
https://www.eocs.org/religious-awards

