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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, October 3, 2021 
ON THIS DAY, THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE CHURCH 

COMMEMORATES Dionysios the Areopagite, the first Bishop & Patron Saint 

of Athens (+95); Rusticus and Eleutherios the Martyrs; & John the 

Chozebite, Bishop of Caesaria. Through their holy intercessions, O God, 

have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also 

welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us comply 

with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 

understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you and all 

who are assisting during worship services.  

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=227
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=227


 

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and 

rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing masks to 

slow the spread of the Delta variant in response to His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 

good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 

Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 

Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 2nd Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.118-121): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The angelic powers appeared at Your 

tomb, the soldiers guarding it became as dead men, and Mary stood at Your 

grave seeking Your most pure body. But You made hell a captive; You 

were untouched by its might. You came to the Virgin and granted life. O 

Lord, Who rose from the dead, glory to You. 

 

3. Hymn for St. Dionysios the Areopaghite – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 

your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 

your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19


5. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 

faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore our 

entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to 

you in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy 

supplication, O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 

but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:1-12) 

But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking 

the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were 

perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 

them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the 

men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is 

not here, but has risen. Remember how He told you, while He was still in 

Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be 

crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered His 

words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all 

the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, 

and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these 

words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter 

got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths 

by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Cor. 4:6-15) 

For it is the God Who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” Who has shone 

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 



of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 

clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from 

us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 

despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always 

carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 

made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to 

death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our 

mortal flesh. So, death is at work in us, but life in you. But just as we have the 

same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I believed, and so I 

spoke” —we also believe, and so we speak, because we know that the one who 

raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and will bring us with you 

into his presence. Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends 

to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.  

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 6:31-36) 

Luke 6:31   Do to others as you would have them do to you.   32  “If you love 

those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 

who love them.   33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is 

that to you? For even sinners do the same.   34 If you lend to those from whom 

you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 

to receive as much again.   35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 

children of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.   

36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil but take thought for 

what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as 
it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”              
(Romans 12:17-18) 



PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 

 
“As crucial as it is for 

Christians to face the world, 

its needs, and sufferings, it is 

even more necessary that 

social action – the service of 

the neighbor – be properly 

grounded. The proper 

foundation will be the love of 

God, for then each suffering 

brother and sister will be 

recognized as made in God’s 

image and likeness; truly in 

each neighbor will be visible 

the face of Christ. This is 

Mother Maria’s essential 

view of her work of ‘loving kindness.’” [from our Adult Religious 

Education book, Mother Maria Skobtsova: Essential Writings” 

(Orbis Books, 2003)] 

 

Join us for our Adult Religious Education class today as we 

review “Chapter 3: The Mysticism of Human Communion.” Open 

to all, whether you’ve joined us before or not! 



 

  



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 

reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of 

the gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied 

and shared with all present. Through this Orthodox 

Service, we return thanksgiving to God for 

multiplying our own gifts and hence, the icon of 

this miracle has been selected as our logo for 

“Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month! 
 

Thanks to Julie & George Skouteris 

for offering the five Artos (loaves of 

bread) for the health and welfare of 

their family, our parishioners, and 

God’s blessings in our lives this 

month.  
 

Today we thank God and celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, Wedding 

Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred recently or will 

occur during the month of October. Congratulations to everyone 

celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who offered our 

parish their gifts for God to use and multiply. 

 



Message from His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios 

 

My Beloved Ones,  
 
As we observe October’s Clergy 
Appreciation Month, I share a beautiful 
testimonial provided to the Retired Clergy 
Association, by one of the children of our 
Metropolis, Evan Scurtis, daughter of Fr. 
Demosthenes Mekras, who served all his 
life as the Dean of St. Sophia Cathedral in 
Miami, Florida. 
 
In the words of Mrs. Scurtis, “My parents 
were young, 21 and 22 years old and "grew 
up" with the parish. My Dad taught Greek 
School and my Mother, Sunday School… As 
a young Presbytera my Mother sewed altar 

boy vestments and choir robes...  
 
“What I learned through my parents was to help those in need.  Our door 
was always open… As an adult I look back on my childhood as a [Priest’s 
Kid] (my generation was referred to as "tou Papa ta paidia") my brothers 
and I had wonderful experiences meeting persons from all over our great 
country.  Miami was a "winter wonderland" for the "snowbirds" during the 
40's and 50's into the 60's before it became a big city.  Not that there were 
not bumps in the road, as all priests experience, but those were small 
compared to the goodness we shared.  
 



“What I appreciate the most is that when my Dad came home and the 
front door closed, he was just our Dad. We were a family and did not feel 
"on call" to our parish.  Whether a Priest and Presbytera or not, my parents 
would have expected their children to attend church services, attend 
Sunday School, Greek School and be part of GOYA. So, for my brothers and 
me, we do not look at these efforts as an obligation as PK's.  It was just 
part of being Greek Orthodox…” 
 
I have shared these words because I hope and pray that we ourselves… 
“do not look at these efforts as an obligation…” May we take our 
inspiration from the hundreds of clergy families in our Metropolis, who 
commune with our Lord, and are spiritually uplifted when they serve Him.  
 
I hope that we are all reminded of the sacrifices our clergy families make 
every single day for us. Living in the world, it can be easy to forget that, 
though the Priest serves the people, that does not mean he has no life 
outside his calling. When he celebrates a baptism, a marriage, or 
commends the souls of the departed to the Lord, often, he is also asking 
his family to make a sacrifice, whether they realize it, or are gracious 
enough to accept.  
 
This Clergy Appreciation Month, may we remember to thank our Priests, 
our Presvyteres, and who give up the “ordinary life” the laity experience, 
to instead live an extraordinary life, full of devotion to our Lord and His 
Church. In this way, a clergy family is magnified, including not only a 
father, mother, and children, but all the parishioners who love them, and 
look to their spiritual father to guide them to salvation. 
 
+ALEXIOS  
Metropolitan of Atlanta 

Quotes adapted freely from an essay by Mrs. Evan Scurtis 
 



 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for 
updates and photos. 

 

On this the 876th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of 

you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 

women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will 

experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build 

His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 

 
 

Sunday, October 3 (2nd Sunday of St. Luke; National Church Music 

Sunday): 

  7:45 am Orthros Service 

  9:00 am Divine Liturgy, Blessing of 5 Loaves/October Commemorations  

11:00 am Religious Education Classes (for all ages) 

12:00 am    Parish Council Meeting 
 

 

St. Christopher Parishioners “On the road…!” 

Fr. George is grateful for unexpected blessings from 
our parishioners who travel and take time to share 
their encounters. What a lovely image this photo 
depicts from Jeanie & Johnny Ellinas with our beloved 
Fr. George in Niceville, Florida. 
 

Your continued support and mutual 
encouragement 

are essential and appreciated! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


Today is “National Church Music Sunday". We thank those in our parish who share their 
talents as local church musicians – our choir director, choir members, and chantors... 
their inspiring ministry helps uplift our hearts and souls.      +Fr. George Tsahakis 

On the first Sunday in October (on or after the Feast of St. Romanos the Melodist, the 
patron saint of church musicians), parishes across the Archdiocese of America celebrate 
NATIONAL CHURCH MUSIC SUNDAY. We honor the contributions of our choir members, 
psaltai, and music educators who serve our churches through the hymnology of our 
Orthodox Church. It is a day we recognize the work of the diocesan choir federations as 
well as the National Forum of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians, who through their music 
ministry, strive to enhance the development of church choirs, church musicians, and 
liturgical music at diocesan and archdiocesan levels. 

Prayer for Church Musicians 

Fr. George: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

O Heavenly Father, on this day proclaimed National Church Music Sunday by our 
Archdiocese, our parish recognizes the women, men, and youth in our parish who give 
their time and musical talent in service to You, our Lord, and to Your Church. 

Bless them, O Lord, as they sing praises to You, and glorify Your Name. Let their music be a 
witness to Your majesty and love and remind us all of Your presence in our lives. 

Help them to bring the Word of God to our parish family through Your music, through 
chant and hymn singing. 

Help them to fulfill all the responsibilities this music ministry requires. Giving of time and 
talents to learn the hymns of our faith, teaching others these musical prayers, actively 
participating in the dialogue of our worship, and striving to enhance the beauty of our 
liturgical life. 

Help them to grow as disciples of the Lord by making every effort to hear the Word of God, 
integrate His teachings into our lives, and sharing it with others through music. 

Master, Lord our God, You commanded that everything be done for Your glory. By Your 
blessing, stretch forth Your hand to these Your servants who sing hymns of praise for Your 
glory. Grant them the wisdom and ability to sing our Orthodox prayers. Grant them good 
health, a happy life, and bless their good efforts. For You are a gracious God and to You we 
give glory, together with Your Father who is eternal and Your All Holy Good and Life-giving 
Spirit, now and forevermore. Amen. 


