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ON THIS DAY, THE NINTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW AND THE SUNDAY 

FOLLOWING THE DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS, THE CHURCH 

COMMEMORATES the Holy Martyr Agathonicus; Holy Martyr Anthuse; 

Athanasios the Hieromartyr & Bishop of Tarsus; New Martyrs Manuel and 

John; and The Synaxis of the Icon of the Mother of God of Prusa. Through 

their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and 

we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. 

Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


your kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to 

you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 

canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 

partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 

today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./3. Hymn for the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos – (Hymnal-pp.222-223): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance. In giving birth you remained a 

virgin, and in your dormition you did not forsake this world, O Theotokos. For 

as the Mother of Life, you have yourself passed into life. And by your prayers, 

you deliver our souls from death. 

 

2. Resurrectional Hymn (Plagal of the 4th Tone) – (Hymnal-pp. 126-7): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: From on high You descended, O merciful Lord. 

You accepted the cross and three days in the tomb to free us from the bondage 

of sin, O our life and resurrection. Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion for the Falling Asleep of the Theotokos – (Hymnal-pp.288-289): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. She is our vigilant intercessor, the 

Theotokos, our sure hope and protection. Neither death nor tomb held any 

power over her, for as the Mother of Life, she was taken into life by that very 

one who deigned to dwell in her ever virgin womb. 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 

that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 

 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:19-31) 

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of 

the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After He said this, 

He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent Me, so I send you.’ When He had said this, He breathed on 

them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 

they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he 

said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands, and put my 

finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in His side, I will not believe.’ A 

week later His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

‘Peace be with you.’ Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see 

My hands. Reach out your hand and put it in My side. Do not doubt but 

believe.’ Thomas answered Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, 

‘Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are 

written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that through believing you may have life in His name.” 

 

 

 



Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (I Cor. 3:9-17) 

For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s 

building. According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master 

builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder 

must choose with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if 

anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, 

straw — the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will 

disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort 

of work each has done. If what has been built on the foundation survives, the 

builder will receive a reward. If the work is burned up, the builder will suffer 

loss; the builder will be saved, but only as through fire. Do you not know that 

you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys 

God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you 

are that temple.   

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 14:22-34) 

Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 

other side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the 

crowds, He went up the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He 

was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 

the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning He came 

walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw Him walking on 

the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 

afraid.” Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You 

on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking 

on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he 

became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

Jesus immediately reached out His hand and caught him, saying to him, “You 



of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are the Son 

of God.” When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 

 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 

“Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy 

that person. For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.” 

                                                                                 (1 Cor. 3:16-17)     

 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

Sell your possessions and give alms. Make purses for yourselves 
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near, and no moth destroys. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. (Luke 12:33-34) 

 

What are your primary investment strategies?" This is a logical question 

for a financial planner to his client. Perhaps it is not his first or second, but 

ultimately, he will ask it. Likewise, in the Scriptural passage above, our 

Lord is challenging us to face that same question. In the cycles of our 

national and world economies, there are “lean” times and there are times 

of “plenty.” 

 

No earthly investment strategy is foolproof. Only when we invest in things 

that are eternal can we invest in things that are truly guaranteed – things 

that cannot be stolen, destroyed, or ruined. 



 

As Christians, we are confronted each day with lots of choices to invest in 

our eternal future. Indeed, what we value as our true treasure will be the 

focus of our hearts. 

 

May we pray each day for God’s help to build a portfolio of God’s 

blessings, marked by generosity to others and a commitment to things that 

are eternal. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphic courtesy of Fr. Stephen Powley 



Blessing of Prayer Shawls Today 
 

We welcome the Rev. Chip Gordon, Director of Pastoral Care of Cancer 

Treatment Centers of America in Newnan today. We look forward to hearing 

about his ministry at CTCA. We commend the CTCA’s healing ministry and 

pray for all of their patients and caregivers. May God bless them always. 

 

 



 
We Thank God for His Healing Ministry at Cancer Treatment 

Centers of America Hospital in Newnan, GA 
 

 

JENNIFER T. SHARES HER EXPERIENCE AT CTCA ATLANTA…  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHILOPTOCHOS OATH OF OFFICE TODAY 
 

Congratulations to our newly re-elected Philoptochos Board. Immediately after the Divine 

Liturgy, Fr. George will administer the Oath of Office for their new two-year term: 

 
Helen Psihountas, Chapter President  
Cynthia Cromartie, Chapter Secretary 
DeDee Panayis, Chapter Treasurer 
Becky Butler  

Julie Skouteris, Metropolis  
Philoptochos Board  

Julie Torres  
Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis  
Katie Wilson 

 

 
 
Thank you to our Philoptochos members above, led by Cynthia Cromartie, for volunteering 

at Midwest Georgia Food Bank on 8/19 as our August “Random Act of Kindness”. 



 



YOUTH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES CONTINUE TODAY 

 

TODAY’S ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS 
 

During our class session we will wrap up the 
review of  our text’s introduction about 
Mother Maria of Paris’ life. Next Sunday we 
will begin reading her theological writings on 
the Second Gospel Commandment.  
 
“[Mother Maria] was certain that there was 
no other path to heaven than participating in 
God’s mercy: 
 
The way to God lies through love of people. At the Last Judgment I shall not be asked 
whether I was successful in my ascetic exercises, nor how many bows and prostrations I 
made. Instead, I shall be asked, Did I feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and 
the prisoners. That is all I shall be asked. About every poor, hungry and imprisoned person 
the Savior says ‘I’: ‘I was hungry, and thirsty, I was sick and in prison.’ To think that He puts 
an equal sign between Himself and anyone in need…. I always knew it, but now it has 
somehow penetrated to my sinews. It fills me with awe.” 



 



 



 



On this the 870th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to 

thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 

just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy 

Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree 

City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

 "Follow" & Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos. 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

 

Sunday, August 22  (9th Sunday of St. Matthew): 
 

 7:45 am Orthros Service  

 9:00 am Divine Liturgy, followed by Oath of Office for Philoptochos Board 

                                    & Blessing of Prayer Shawls as Covers of Love for CTCA Atlanta 

              11:00 am Religious Education Classes for All Ages 

                6:00 pm      South Atlanta Golf Classic – Shift 1 – Pre-event Set Up  
 

 

 

 

Click to Volunteer 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021


Last Sunday we joined the national campaign to aid victims of the horrendous fires in Greece. 
We thank our parishioners for offering $1,175 using our Philoptochos basket and online giving. 
For those who were away, we ask for your support today. Thank you. +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 

 
 

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA AND IOCC PARTNER TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO GREECE  

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, following the launch of a nationwide fundraising campaign, 
is partnering with International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) to identify specific needs and 
distribute the funds that are being collected in order to provide long-term assistance in the wake of the 
recent catastrophic fires across Greece.   

In making the announcement, Archbishop Elpidophoros of America said, “We are grateful to partner with 
International Orthodox Christian Charities, who has a long history of properly identifying how to best 
address the needs of those suffering from these catastrophes. Working together, we will offer much 
needed support to our brothers and sisters in Greece who have lost so much during these past weeks.”  

Executive Director and CEO of IOCC Constantine Triantafilou stated, “We remain concerned for the 
people of Greece whose lives are impacted by these recent fires. IOCC is thankful for the leadership of 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros and for the support of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America. We look forward to working together to address the mounting needs in the fire-ravaged regions 
of Greece.” 

For more information and to donate to the Greece Fires Relief Fund, please visit 
https://www.goarch.org/greecefiresdonate 

*International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) is the humanitarian relief and development agency of 
the Assembly of Canonical Bishops of the United States of America. Since its inception in 1992, IOCC has 
provided more than $715 million in humanitarian relief and sustainable development programs in over 
60 countries worldwide. Today, IOCC applies its expertise in humanitarian response to natural and 
manmade crises in Africa, Europe, the Middle East, and the United States, offering assistance based 
solely on need. 

https://www.goarch.org/greecefiresdonate

