
 

    Pastoral Message from Fr. George for June 25, 2021   

  

What a blessing we shared on Father’s Day on June 20th… it was Pentecost, 

and it was a day we recognized God’s gift of fatherhood. We are thankful for:  

            

- our parishioners whom God has given the blessing of being a father  

  

- our parishioners who share their best as stepfathers  

  

our parishioners who care for their nephews and nieces as a real father  



  

Father’s Day is a day to celebrate the gift of “fatherhood” … it affords us an 

opportunity to express appreciation to our own father and to all the very 

special men in our families that engage in the role of “father” through 

guidance, counseling, support, love, confidence, and friendship.  

  

Father’s Day is an opportunity for every father to renew his commitment with 

God and family members. The responsibility that every father confronts each 

day should be accompanied by God’s grace. It is with God at our side that 

we will be able to fulfill our commitments and responsibilities in our society. 

Every father has been blessed by God with special gifts: love, tenderness, 

intelligence, understanding, patience, endurance, performance, and joy.  

  

All these gifts that a “father” receives are granted by God to help him in his 

responsibilities toward his family. At the end of our lives, we will give an 

account to God not only of our actions, but of the gift that He gave us for the 

common wellbeing of our family and our society.  

  

  

  

 



 

May the Lord bless all our fathers. We thank our Philoptochos volunteers 

who offered the wonderful Father’s Day Brunch. What a blessing to hear 

each father present as well as our single men recall their special memories 

of their own fathers during our Father’s Day Brunch. The fathers present 

shared the impact their “fathers” had on them to help make them who they 

are today! (Special thanks to Katie Wilson for the photos above.)  

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday, June 20th was Pentecost, and we were blessed to gather as a 

family to celebrate the Gift of the Holy Spirit in our midst. The following 

reflection is reprinted from goarch.org and highlights the significance 

of this feast day:  

    

  

  

   

Such, therefore, are the reasons for today's feast: the coming of the All-holy 

Spirit into the world, the completion of the Lord Jesus Christ's promise, and 

the fulfilment of the hope of the sacred disciples, which we celebrate today.  



This is the final feast of the great mystery and dispensation of God's 

incarnation. On this last, and great, and saving day of Pentecost, the 

Apostles of the Savior, who were unlearned fishermen, made wise now of a 

sudden by the Holy Spirit, clearly and with divine authority spoke the 

heavenly doctrines. They became heralds of the truth and teachers of the 

whole world. On this day they were ordained and began their apostleship, of 

which the salvation of those three thousand souls in one day was the comely 

and marvelous first fruit.  

  

Some erroneously hold that Pentecost is the “birthday of the Church.” But 

this is not true, for the teaching of the holy Fathers is that the Church existed 

before all other things. In the second vision of The Shepherd of Hermas we 

read: “Now brethren, a revelation was made unto me in my sleep by a youth 

of exceeding fair form, who said to me, ‘Whom thinkest thou the aged 

woman, from whom thou receivedst the book, to be?’ I say, ‘The Sibyl.’ 

‘Thou art wrong,’ saith he, ‘she is not.’ ‘Who then is she?’ I say. ‘The 

Church,’ saith he. I said unto him, ‘Wherefore then is she aged?’ ‘Because,’ 

saith he, ‘she was created before all things; therefore is she aged, and for 

her sake the world was framed.’” Saint Gregory the Theologian also speaks 

of “the Church of Christ ... both before Christ and after Christ” (PG 

35:11089). Saint Epiphanius of Cyprus writes, “The Catholic Church, which 

exists from the ages, is revealed most clearly in the incarnate advent of 

Christ” (PG 42:640). Saint John Damascene observes, “The Holy Catholic 

Church of God, therefore, is the assembly of the holy Fathers, Patriarchs, 

Prophets, Apostles, Evangelists, and Martyrs who have been from the very 

beginning, to whom were added all the nations who believed with one 

accord” (PG 96, 1357c). According to Saint Gregory the Theologian, “The  



Prophets established the Church, the Apostles conjoined it, and the 

Evangelists set it in order” (PG 35, 589 A). The Church existed from the 

creation of the Angels, for the Angels came into existence before the 

creation of the world, and they have always been members of the Church. 

Saint Clement, Bishop of Rome, says in his second epistle to the 

Corinthians, the Church “was created before the sun and moon”; and a little 

further on, “The Church existeth not now for the first time, but hath been 

from the beginning” (II Cor. 14).    

 

That which came to pass at Pentecost, then, was the ordination of the 

Apostles, the commencement of the apostolic preaching to the nations, and 

the inauguration of the priesthood of the new Israel. Saint Cyril of Alexandria 

says that “Our Lord Jesus Christ herein ordained the instructors and 

teachers of the world and the stewards of His divine Mysteries ... showing 

together with the dignity of Apostleship, the incomparable glory of the 

authority given them ... Revealing them to be splendid with the great dignity 

of the Apostleship and showing them forth as both stewards and priests of 

the divine altars . . . they became fit to initiate others through the 

enlightening guidance of the Holy Spirit” (PG 74, 708-712). Saint Gregory 

Palamas says, “Now, therefore ... the Holy Spirit descended ... showing the  

Disciples to be supernal luminaries ... and the distributed grace of the Divine  

Spirit came through the ordination of the Apostles upon their successors” 

(Homily 24, 10). And Saint Sophronius, Bishop of Jerusalem, writes, “After 

the visitation of the Comforter, the Apostles became high priests” (PG 87, 

3981B). Therefore, together with the baptism of the Holy Spirit which came 

upon them who were present in the upper chamber, which the Lord had 

foretold as recorded in the Acts, “ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 



many days hence” (Acts 1:5), the Apostles were also appointed and raised 

to the high priestly rank, according to Saint John Chrysostom (PG 60, 21).  

 

On this day commenced the celebration of the Holy Eucharist by which we 

become “partakers of the Divine Nature” (II Peter 1:4). For before Pentecost, 

it is said of the Apostles and disciples only that they abode in “prayer and 

supplication” (Acts 1:14); it is only after the coming of the Holy Spirit that 

they persevered in the “breaking of bread,” that is, the communion of the 

Holy Mysteries –“and in prayer” (Acts 2:42).  

  

The feast of holy Pentecost, therefore, determined the beginning of the 

priesthood of grace, not the beginning of the Church. Henceforth, the  

Apostles proclaimed the good tidings “in country and town,” preaching and 

baptizing and appointing shepherds, imparting the priesthood to them whom 

they judged were worthy to minister, as Saint Clement writes in his first 

Epistle to the Corinthians (I Cor. 42).    



  

  

  

Pentecost is also known as Trinity Day. Pictured above are the three angelic 

figures who appeared to Abraham & Sarah… this is the icon of the Holy Trinity.  

  

 



  

 
  



 

 

  

To give to the Clergy Pension Fund Click here or go to 

supportourfathers.org.  

   

  

 

 

https://www.supportourfathers.org/
https://www.supportourfathers.org/
https://www.supportourfathers.org/
https://www.supportourfathers.org/
https://www.supportourfathers.org/


 
  

  
 



  

 

    

Saint Christopher Outreach Ministry’s third annual Golf Tournament, the  

South Atlanta Gold Classic will be held on Monday, August 23rd at Flat Creek 

Country Club. The planning team has been working hard to organize the 

tournament and we are now ready to ask for help from our entire parish and 

community.  Please click on the signup here to review all the different roles 

that are needed to make this event a success.   

  

GOLF TOURNAMENT VOLUNTEER SIGNUP  

   

There are 52 volunteer slots to fill, so please feel free to sign-up for more 

than one time or role.  Volunteering for the event is easy and fun (no hard 

work)!  We have already received commitments from our two partner 

schools: The Bedford School and The Joseph Sam’s School; and, we are 

excited to connect with other people in our community who support us!   

   

If you have any questions about volunteering at this year’s Golf Tournament 

fundraiser, please contact Maria Cahill.        

  

  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-2021


 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 

sacrifices God is pleased.  ~Hebrews 13:16  

   

 

 

The Ladies and Men of Philoptochos encourage you to participate in our upcoming 

“Random Acts of Kindness” events this summer.  

      

 

 

                        June: Father’s Day Brunch  

                        July: Support Humane Society Events (see below)                                                               

August: Midwest Food Bank prepping lunch for the volunteers       

                        And volunteering (more to come)  

  

 

 

 

 Random Act of Kindness for July  

Fayette County Humane Society link  

https://fayettehumane.org/donate-now/ways-to-give/
https://fayettehumane.org/donate-now/ways-to-give/
https://fayettehumane.org/donate-now/ways-to-give/


   

Cause for Paws - El Reposo  

When  

   Thu, July 29, 5pm – 8pm  

Where  

   El Reposo, 1240 GA-54, Fayetteville, GA 30214, USA (map)  

   

DONATE:  

Amazon or Chewy wish lists  

Purchase Purina Pro Plan foods only  

   

ADOPT:  

Every Saturday and Sunday at PetSmart in Peachtree City  

   

Please mark your calendars for our next general meeting: August 15th.  

   

Your sister in Christ,  

Helen Psihountas  

President           

  

  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ls/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_e7s6AbVEJ3QQS?ie=UTF8&lid=2PW7NVED276NF&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_e7s6AbVEJ3QQS&ty=wishlist
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/aw/ls/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_e7s6AbVEJ3QQS?ie=UTF8&lid=2PW7NVED276NF&ref_=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_e7s6AbVEJ3QQS&ty=wishlist
https://www.chewy.com/g/fayette-humane-society_b65451058
https://www.chewy.com/g/fayette-humane-society_b65451058
https://www.chewy.com/g/fayette-humane-society_b65451058


 



 



 



  

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

    

CLICK HERE TO VIEW PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SERVICES   

   

If anyone is interested in helping with the Videography and would like to be 

trained. Contact Costas Soulakos at 770-757-3859.  

  

 

  

  

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c
https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaPfodpLb1UQCQJly7KGRDw/videos


 
   

We welcome you to join us in person for church services.   

    

Parishioners and visitors are no longer required to take temperature checks, 

but of course those who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and 

rest. In addition, we no longer require sign-up for services in advance (unless 

deemed necessary for a special event).  

  

Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an individual 

entering these premises if such injury or death results from the inherent risks 

of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by entering these 

premises.  

  

 



  

Click Image for Online Giving   

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


  

   Click image to view our parish calendar  
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