
 

Pastoral Message from Fr. George for May 28, 2021  

  

Christ is risen! On Sunday, May 23rd, Fr. George read His Eminence 

Metropolitan Alexios’ Encyclical about the Greek Pontic Genocide 

before we prayed the Memorial Service for its victims. He is sharing 

the following reflection reprinted from johnsanidopoulos.com to 

offer additional insights of this tragic event (along with the 

Armenian Genocide) so we never forget the atrocities and suffering 

that took place some 100 years ago.   

  

  

The Pontian Genocide 1916-1923  
  

May 19 has been recognized by the Greek parliament as the day of 

remembrance of the Pontian Greek Genocide by the Turks. There are 

various estimates of the toll. Records kept mainly by priests show a 

minimum 350,000 Pontian Greeks exterminated through systematic 

slaughter by Turkish troops and Kurdish paramilitaries. Other estimates, 

including those of foreign missionaries, spoke of 500,000 deaths, most 

through deportation and forced marches into the Anatolian desert interior.  



Thriving Greek cities like Pafra, Samsous, Kerasous, and Trapezous, at 

the heart of Pontian Hellenism on the coast of the Black Sea, endured 

recurring massacres and deportations that eventually destroyed their 

Greek population.  
  

 

The opening bell of the genocide came with the order in 1914 for all 

Pontian men between the ages of 18 and 50 to report for military duty. 

Those who “refused” or “failed” to appear, the order provided, were to be 

summarily shot. The immediate result of this firman (decree) was the 

murder of thousands of the more prominent Pontians, whose name 

appeared on lists of “undesirables” already prepared by the Young Turk 

regime.  

  

Added thousands ended up in the notorious Labor Battalions (amele 

taburu). In a precursor of what was to become a favorite practice in 

Hitler’s extermination camps, Pontian men were driven from their homes 

into the wilderness to perform hard labor and expire from exhaustion, 

thirst, and disease. German advisors of the Turkish regime (what a 

surprise!) suggested that Pontian populations be forced into internal exile. 

This “advice” led directly to the emptying of hundreds of Pontian villages 

and the forced march of women, children, and old people to nowhere. 

The details of this systematic slaughter of the Pontians by the Turks were 

dutifully recorded by both German and Austrian diplomats.  
   

[Click to continue reading the remainder of Fr. George’s Message]  
   

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2021/5/Message%20from%20Fr.%20George%20for%20Friday%205.28.21%20U.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2021/5/Message%20from%20Fr.%20George%20for%20Friday%205.28.21%20U.pdf


 An Important Message from His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios        

 
  

May 19, 2021    
  

My Beloved concelebrants in the Lord, esteemed Parish Council Presidents and members,  
Philoptochos Presidents and members, Revered Monastics and alll the faithful,  

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς ἀνέστη! 

 Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!  
   

I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior Christ! I pray that the Paschal light of 

hope and peace continues to burn brightly in your hearts, for the remainder of the season, and all the days of 

your lives.  
Following the recent update from the CDC concerning the use of masks, our Metropolis has received many 

questions about how this guideline applies to our churches. Beyond giving a simple "yes" or "no" answer, it 

is important to consider the full text of the CDC's guideline, which reads: “...fully vaccinated people no 

longer need to wear a mask or physically distance in any setting, except where required by federal, state, 

local rules, and regulations, including local business and workplace guidance.” Using God-given 

discernment, there is no practical (or indeed, legal) method by which any parish may determine which 

parishioners have been vaccinated, and which have not.   
  

Therefore, after much thoughtful discussion, it was determined that the Metropolis will continue to ask our 

parishes to abide by the recommended CDC, as well as federal, state, and local guidelines, in a spirit of 
good faith. In the instance of this specific mask update, those who have been fully vaccinated, and wish 

to forego masks, may do so; just as we ask that those who have not been fully vaccinated to continue 

wearing masks. Finally, those who have been vaccinated (whether only partly or in full), and wish to 

continue wearing masks, may do so as well. Until CDC guidance is issued concerning those who 

have previously had COVID-19, we ask that those individuals continue to wear masks as well.  
  

The lack of any official "ruling" is meant to stress our Orthodox spirit of love, and not a spirit of legalism. To 

say that masks are no longer encouraged, or allowed, would possibly create a greater burden for those 

parishioners who have not yet been able to receive the vaccine, those who continue to exercise care in large 

gatherings, as well as respecting those who have not decided to be vaccinated. We as Orthodox Christians are 

not here to judge our fellow men, but to support and uplift them, and one of the means to accomplish this is 

by creating a space where all feel safe communing with our Risen Lord.  
  

Therefore, as human beings who have been granted God's great gift of free will, my prayerful expectation is 

that our Clergy & Parish Council work together and continue to treat the individual decisions of their 

congregants with the respect and encouragement worthy of the Body of Christ. I remain,  
  

Yours with paternal love and blessings in our Risen Lord,  

   
+ A L E X I O S  

 Metropolitan of Atlanta   



 
    

“Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  

 ~2 Corinthians 4:16 

   

  

General Philoptochos meeting will be June 13, Please plan to attend! We 

would love to have a “full house”.  We have a robust agenda to share with 

you all.   

  

Membership: It is not too late to join the Fabulous women and men of  

Philoptochos! Simply click on the link, or bring a donation to church. (see  

DeDee Panayis)  

  

Father’s Day Brunch: Join us June 20 for a beautiful Father’s Day 

Celebration Brunch. There will be some tasty menu items and of course the 

fellowship of our church family. (No cost-)  

  

Random Acts of Kindness: A new initiative of our National Philoptochos, 

our St. Christopher chapter will need all hands on deck! Come to the June 

13th meeting to hear more about our plans!  

   

Your sister in Christ,  

Helen Psihountas  

President  

   

  

    

    
 

 

https://vimeo.com/530052948/10f3b677b9
https://vimeo.com/530052948/10f3b677b9
https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/stewardship-donation/8?cs=true&cst=custom
https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/stewardship-donation/8?cs=true&cst=custom
https://stchristopherphiloptochos.square.site/product/stewardship-donation/8?cs=true&cst=custom


 

  



 
   

Good afternoon!   
  

This is a reminder that the deadline for graduating high school seniors to submit their application for the 

FAITH Scholarship for Academic Excellence is one month away!    
  

These merit-based scholarships are awarded to exemplary young people in the Greek Orthodox and 

Hellenic community who achieve academic excellence and are actively involved in their church and 

community.  
  

Applicants can access the application at: thefaithendowment.org/scholarships  
  

To be eligible, applicants must be a member of a Greek Orthodox parish and a graduating high school 

senior enrolling in a 4-year accredited U.S. university this fall. Application deadline is June 21, 

2021.  

 
For any questions or inquiries, please don’t hesitate to call us (212) 803-9363 or email us at 

info@thefaithendowment.org.  
 

  

- FAITH Team www.thefaithendowment.org 
facebook.com/faithendowment 
info@thefaithendowment.org  
(212) 803-9363 

 

  

ABOUT FAITH  
Founded in 2004 by a group of ten visionary Greek American leaders and  
philanthropists, FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism is an independent 501(c)(3) 

organization that supports the development of innovative educational, cultural, and scholarship programs 

that promote Hellenism, an understanding of the Greek Orthodox faith, and the relationship of the two to 

America’s history and multicultural landscape for young people. FAITH has proudly awarded over 1,650 

grants and scholarships to the best and brightest young leaders of the Hellenic-American and Greek 

Orthodox community.  

Download Informational Scholarship Flyer  
 

 

  

https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=ca4e49436f&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=ca4e49436f&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=ca4e49436f&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=c8707df497&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=c8707df497&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=c8707df497&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=0453ad753e&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=0453ad753e&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=0453ad753e&e=1ab949b93c
https://thefaithendowment.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=25a7233b889753fa99db8f672&id=1f14b12ce7&e=1ab949b93c


    

 

 

 

 

CLICK TO VIEW LIVESTREAMING OF SCHEDULED SERVICES  

  

 

   

We now have a new streaming service the link is above. Please email  

Costas Soulakos at costas@soulakos.org or call him at (770)-757-3859.  

Please let him know even if it is during service if there is an issue with the live stream. 

if you are having any technical issues or experienced any since we have started the 

new service please let him know. Thank you for your help in this process Costas has 

been working hard to make sure we are able to stream all our church services.  

  

 

  

  

https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c
https://iframe.dacast.com/live/d21517cf-1295-809b-92ea-31948e67dd8a/e6deea9b-629b-6ef4-82b0-0a19e559932c


 
   

We welcome you to join us in person for church services.  

   

Parishioners and visitors are no longer required to take temperature 

checks, but of course those who are sick are asked to remain at home 

to recover and rest. In addition, we no longer require sign-up for 

services in advance (unless deemed necessary for a special event).  

  

Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an 

individual entering these premises if such injury or death results from 

the inherent risks of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk 

by entering these premises.  

  

 

  



 
  

Click Image for Online Giving   

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf


 

   Click image to view our parish calendar 
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