
 
   

Pastoral Message from Fr. George for April 30, 2021   

What spiritually rewarding moments we have shared together leading us to Holy Week 

and Great Pascha. Many parishioners received the Sacrament of Holy Reconciliation 

(Confession) last Friday. Parishioners joined together for worship and fellowship on the 

Saturday of Lazarus and Palm Sunday. The days ahead are gifts from God – please 

share time with God in His House (either in person or via livestreaming) with your 

family and friends.   

 



This morning I shared an episode from Steve Christoforou’s “Be the Bee” 

series during our Divine Liturgy. Viewed amidst today’s frequent backdrop 

of division, anger, and fear, I was encouraged with his reflection of the 

Saturday of Lazarus and Palm Sunday being a bridge to Holy Week and 

Great Pascha.  

 

2,000 years ago at the first Palm Sunday, Steve explained the adults were 

too blinded by their worries, self-interests, and disputes to recognize  

Jesus as the true Messiah. Instead, it was children of that age who 

understood it was the Lord and rejoiced at His sight. They cried out  

“Hosanna to the Son of David” (Matthew 21:15). They laid palms on the 

ground as He approached. In their innocence and gentleness, they 

recognized Jesus for Who He is and they rejoiced… something the 

educated and reasonable adults amidst them could not discern. 

 

 In the days ahead, our spiritual efforts can yield harvest for us and our 

brethren in our midst. Please join us often to plant seeds of faith for your 

future and reap the joy of our mutual labors to serve in our Risen Lord’s 

Holy Vineyard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for teaching our children to serve God. The following photos 

are from the Saturday of Lazarus and Palm Sunday. We rejoice and thank 

God for His blessings and we thank you for sharing your talents and 

blessings as well. Since these remarks were written Sunday afternoon to 

meet our press deadline, no images are available for the First Service of 

the Bridegroom (Nymphios) on Sunday night.                                                     

  

  

 
    

  

 



 
 



  

 

   

 

 



   

  

This year we have a double blessing on May 9th - both the celebration 

of our Parish Name Day and the opportunity to offer our love and 

support to our beloved mothers on Mother's Day. Please register 

early to attend church services and our outdoor fellowship lunch. We 

are privileged to welcome Guest Clergy as well as  

Christophers from outside our parish family. Chronia Polla to all our 

Christophers and mothers, and prayers for many years of good 

health and joy to all our parishioners who support us today and help 

us build for future generations. Click here to register with our Sign-Up 

Genius.  

  

  

 

Click to download and view flyer 
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Welcome Back to Church (Phase 2)  
  

Below are St. Christopher’s current guidelines for coming to church.  

These fall in line with the next phase of guidelines and procedures for the  

Metropolis of Atlanta under the guidance of His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios. We ask for patience and understanding during this time of 

transition and as we work to accommodate everyone’s needs and safety.  

  

  

Seating Options  

  

1. "Open” - for those who are comfortable sitting closer together.  

  

2. “Socially Distanced”  - for those who want to continue social 

distancing.  

  

You will be required to select your seating preference when signing up for 

a church service.  

  

To receive your requested seating preference, you will need to be at 

church by the beginning of service. If you arrive after the scheduled start 

time of service, your seating preference may not be available.  

     

• Masks will be required at all times before, during and after church 

services.  

    

• Hand sanitizer will be available and the church will continue to be 

sanitized/cleaned after each service.  

    

• Please follow the directions of the ushers for seating.  



    

• When leaving or exiting to the outside, we will use the exit door by 

the Altar Servers room instead of the hallway exit we are currently 

using.  

    

• All services will continue to be live streamed.  

    

• If you are sick, please refrain from coming to church.  

    

• Honor is to be shown to Holy Icons and the Holy Cross by doing 

your cross and bowing only. Please refrain from kissing or touching 

either of these items.  

    

• Please refrain from hand shaking or embracing.  

    

• Please consider making your Stewardship donations online - no 

trays will be passed during the service.  

    

• Older adults and people who have underlying medical conditions 

like heart or lung disease or diabetes are at a higher risk and are 

given dispensation not to attend services and are asked to refrain 

from attending.  

    

• Thank you for your cooperation and understanding during this 

reopening phase of our church!  

  



An Important Message from the Metropolis of Atlanta 

   

 

  

    
 



 

   

   



    

 
  

  



 

  

 
   

                                Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine   

2021 Drawing Competition   

   Commemorating the Fall of Constantinople  

   

In conjunction with the annual commemoration of the Fall of 

Constantinople, the Saint Photios Greek Orthodox National Shrine is 

proud to announce its inaugural Drawing Competition open to 

children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.     

 

 



 

The annual commemoration of the Fall of Constantinople is not only a 

remembrance of the fall of the capital of the Roman Empire on May 29, 

1453 by the Ottomans who finally took the “Queen of Cities” established 

by Saint Constantine the Great some eleven centuries earlier; rather, it is 

also a celebration of Byzantine culture and the Hellenic culture that 

sprang from this pivotal event in world history.  

  

An enduring symbol of the Imperial Capital and of the Orthodox Church is 

the “jewel of the city,” the magnificent Church of the Holy Wisdom, Haghia 

Sophia.  Built under the Emperor Justinian I in Constantinople in the  

6th century, the “Great Church” was the cathedral of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate until the Fall of the City about 900 years later when it was 

forcibly changed to a mosque under the Ottoman conquerors.  After the 

end of the Ottoman Empire, it was converted into a museum at the 

beginning of the 20th century, though recently converted back to a 

mosque under the current leadership of modern Turkey.  

  

Participants will submit drawings of the famous Haghia Sophia, the 

Church of the Holy Wisdom, still a symbol of the vibrant faith, culture and 

spirit of the Hellenes and Ecumenical Patriarchate that continue in 

Constantinople, modern-day Istanbul, Turkey.  

  

 

 

 

 



 

ELIGIBILITY:    

This competition is open to all children ages 9-12 of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America. There are no fees for participation.  

   

PRIZE:   

One grand prize of $250.00.  

   

DUE DATE:  

All submissions must be received at the Saint Photios Nation Shrine NO  

LATER THAN Friday, May 14, 2021 via email to: Polexeni Maouris Hillier, 

Executive Director of St. Photios National Shrine at 

phillier@stphotios.com.The Winner will be announced on May 29, 2021 

during the annual Fall of Constantinople Commemoration (virtual) of the  

St. Photios National Shrine. All submissions will become property of the 

Saint Photios National Shrine.  

   

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:   

1. One 2-dimensional drawing of Haghia Sophia, on 8 ½” by 11” paper 

(landscape/horizontal view).  

2. The following media (or combination of media) may be used: 

crayon, marker, colored pencil, water color paint.  

3. Two high-definition photographs of drawings; one of the drawing 

itself (alone), and one including the artist holding the original 

drawing.  

4. Contact information including artist’s name, age, home address, 

parish affiliation, and parent or guardian’s email address.   



  



 

 
  



 
  

  

 
    

  

 

  

  



  

 
   

  

As of 3/30/21, we no longer are required to take temperature checks, but of 

course those who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and rest. 

Otherwise, we invite you to join us.  

  

Click here to "Pre-Register for Services"  

   

[Under Georgia law, there is no liability for an injury or death of an individual 

entering these premises if such injury or death results from the  

inherent risks of contracting COVID-19. You are assuming this risk by 

entering these premises.]  
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Click Image for Online Giving   

  

  

For questions, please email communications@saintchristopherhoc.org  

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729.  

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions  
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   Click image to view our parish calendar  
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