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ON THIS DAY, THE SECOND SUNDAY OF GREAT AND HOLY LENT, WE CALL TO 

MIND OUR FATHER AMONG THE SAINTS, GREGORY PALAMAS, ARCHBISHOP OF 

THESSALONIKI (+1360). (SEE TRIODION INSERT INSIDE.) WE ALSO COMMEMORATE 

Hilarion the New: Herodion the Apostle of the 70; and Stephen the Wonderworker. 

Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in 

person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming 

at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We 

appreciate your kind understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply 

appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 

good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 

Liturgy. 

 

TODAY’s Spiritual Theme From the Triodion: 

Since 1268, the Second Sunday of Lent is dedicated to the memory of 

St. Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessaloniki (1296-1359). This 

commemoration forms a continuation of last Sunday’s celebration: 

Gregory’s victory over the heretics of his time is seen by the Church as 

a renewed triumph of Orthodoxy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (First Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.98-101): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Although Your tomb was sealed with a 

stone, O Savior, and Your most pure body was guarded by the soldiers, You 

rose on the third day giving life to all the world. Therefore, O giver of life, 

the powers of heaven praise You: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ. 

Glory to Your kingdom. Glory to Your saving wisdom, O only lover of 

mankind. 

 

3. Hymn Commemorating St. Gregory Palamas – (Hymnal-pp.132-135): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Beacon of Orthodox belief, the strong support of 

the Church and her teacher inspired by God, you are the ornament of monks, 

the unassailable champion of theologians, O Gregory the Wonder-worker and 

the boast of Thessalonica, the messenger of grace. Forever earnestly entreat 

for the salvation of our souls. 
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 

intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 

 



5. Kontakion sung for Lenten Sundays – (Hymnal-pp. 268-271): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance: Victorious Lady, mighty champion, defending 

us, we your servants now inscribe to you this hymn of thanks, for you 

rescued us from suffering and tribulation. Theotokos, with your power that 

can never fail, keep us safe from every danger our whole life long that we 

may cry to you: Rejoice, O Bride unwedded. 
 

6. Megalynarion (Hymn to the Theotokos) – (Hymnal-pp. 298-301):: 
On the first five Sundays of Great Lent when we use the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil, a different 

hymn is sung instead of “Axion Estin” or “Truly it is proper to call you blessed…”: In you, O 

woman full of grace, all creation rejoices, the orders of angels and the race of 

mankind. O hallowed temple and spiritual paradise, glory of virginal souls, 

from you our God was incarnate and became a child, He who is God from all 

ages. By making your womb His throne He made you more spacious than all 

the heavens. In you, O woman full of grace all creation rejoices. Glory to 

you.  

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but that 

we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 

 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 20:19-31) 

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After He said this, He showed them 

His hands and His side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus 

said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent Me, so I send you.’ 

When He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 

any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 

not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 

Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands, and put 

my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in His side, I will not believe.’ A week 

later His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 

doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see My hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in My side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered Him, ‘My 



Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen Me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did 

many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book. 

But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in His name.” 

 

Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Hebrews 1:10-2:3) 

And, "In the beginning, Lord, You founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of 

Your hands; they will perish, but You remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like 

a cloak You will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But You are the 

same, and Your years will never end." But to which of the angels has He ever said, 

"Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet"? Are not all 

angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the sake of those who are to 

inherit salvation? Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so 

that we do not drift away from it. For if the message declared through angels was 

valid, and every transgression or disobedience received a just penalty, how can we 

escape if we neglect so great a salvation? It was declared at first through the Lord, 

and it was attested to us by those who heard Him, 

 

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Mark 2:1-12) 

When He returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that He was at 

home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them, not even in 

front of the door; and He was speaking the word to them. Then some people came, 

bringing to Him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And when they could not 

bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after 

having dug through it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus 

saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." Now some of 

the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, "Why does this fellow speak 

in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" At once Jesus 

perceived in His spirit that they were discussing these questions among themselves; 

and He said to them, "Why do you raise such questions in your hearts? Which is 

easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Stand up and take 

your mat and walk'? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 

earth to forgive sins"—He said to the paralytic—"I say to you, stand up, take your mat 

and go to your home." And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went out 

before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We have 

never seen anything like this!" 
 



THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
  

“When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, ‘Son, 

your sins are forgiven.’”                   (Mark 2:5) 

 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

In the early church, Christians were persecuted. They encountered hostile enemies 
without provocation. They considered fellowship with other Christians as precious, and 
there was strength in it. 

A follower of Christ, meeting a stranger on the road, and not knowing if that stranger was 
a Christian or of some hostile camp, often with his staff would make the shape of a fish or 
a cross in the dust at his feet, watching for any reaction from the other. If the stranger 
registered no recognition of these secret signals, then the conversation moved in casual 
channels, and soon each person went on his way. But if that sign was identified, there was 
an embrace and a great rejoicing took place on the road: a Christian had met a Christian! 

Consider how the first generations of Christians needed one another… how very much 
that fellowship meant to them! Should our fellowship with one another mean any less to 
us today?  

In worshiping together, we share the fellowship which is ours in Christ, and we give thanks 
to God for those whom He has given to us – with whom we can travel awhile, and of 
whose strength we can partake as they walk beside us in our mutual journey to God’s 
everlasting Kingdom. My brothers and sisters in Christ, thank you for helping guide me 
and others each day, for supporting and encouraging us, and for sharing your wisdom and 
experience. Glory to God for His Holy Body that we call His Church! 

  

Sermon of Metropolitan Alexios for March 25, 2021 
(continued from Back Cover) 

 

To accomplish this, they created what we call Φιλική Εταιρεία, or the Society of Friends, in 
the city of Odessa, in Ukraine. The influence of this secret organization, which sought to 
organize plans for a Revolution, soon spread throughout the Greek-speaking world, even 
to the capital of the Ottoman Empire, Constantinople.  
 



A gathering of the Society in Vostitsa (present day, Aegio) on January 26th, 1821, is where 
systematic plans for the Revolution were put in place. Then, on March 17th, 1821, at the 
Agia Lavra Monastery (in present-day Kalavryta), the leaders of the Society met with 
Bishop Germanos of Patras for the Feast of St. Alexios the Man of God. In those days, the 
monasteries were very large centers: Agia Lavra had 450 people living there, with 3,000 
people in the surrounding area.  Upon concluding the four days-long meeting with the 
Divine Liturgy, the Bishop blessed their mission, and so began the quest for freedom. 
 
Through this short synopsis of the beginnings of the Revolution, I hope you can 
understand how deeply our forefathers believed in both their freedom, and in their faith. 
After 400 years of slavery (500 in some other places not then united with Greece), they 
understood that freedom is in fact a precious gift given to us from God, and one which is 
best protected through our faith in Him. Therefore, they chose to mark their Revolution 
on the day that the world was promised freedom and salvation, which is the 
Annunciation. 
 
Knowing these things, I pray that we join in prayer, both to honor the memories of our 
patriotic forefathers, and to give glory to God who has blessed us with such a rich and 
proud legacy. I remain,    
 
Prayerfully yours with paternal love in Christ,  
 
+ALEXIOS  
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    updates 
and photos. 
 

On this the 849th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


 

 
 

 



 COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, March 28th (2nd Sunday of Great Lent – Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas): 

7:45 am     Orthros Service 

9:00 am     Divine Liturgy & Doxology of March 25th  

   11:00 am    Adult Religious Education Class (We will meet live and for those  

    unable to join us in person use Zoom Link on Parish Homepage.) 

     12:00 pm   Let’s EAT! Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009, Fayetteville,  

    GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all…! 

 6:00 pm   Bicentennial Celebrating Our Greek Independence at  

    Annunciation Cathedral in Atlanta  

 
Youth Religious Education Class Reminder: This afternoon, we encourage 
our parents to share the digital religious education lessons their teachers 
emailed. Next Sunday, students and parents in each class will join their 
teachers in a Virtual Religious Education Lesson as we did last Sunday. 
Thanks for helping us teach our Orthodox faith to our youth. 

   

 
 

From Sunday, March 

28th, 5:00 p.m. through 

Sunday, April 18th, 5:00 

p.m., all adults please 

VISIT OUR PARISH 

HOMEPAGE and click 

this image to JOIN OR 

RENEW your 2021 

parish membership 

information and offer 

your Stewardship 

Donation.  

We thank you! 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 



The following “Sermon for the Feast of the Annunciation and the 200th Bicentennial of the Greek 
Revolution of 1821” is by His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta.  +Fr. George Tsahakis  

March 25th, 2021 
 
To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics, Parish Council Presidents, Philoptochos Presidents, 
Archons, Youth, and all the Faithful of the Metropolis of Atlanta: 
 
My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
This year, we are blessed to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Greek Revolution for 
Independence. However, I believe that March 25th, 1821 must be considered only the 
formal declaration of Revolution that had already begun in spirit.  
 
Throughout the Turkish occupation, Greek monks were important in creating a 
revolutionary idea as they organized the secret schools in monasteries, which passed down 
the Hellenic identity through our Orthodox Faith, as well as our history and the Greek 
letters. Priests and Monastics, like St. Kosmas o Aitolos, were also important in their 
capacity as travelling preachers, who gave pride to the faithful Greek population, so that 
they might be ready when the time for Revolution came.  
 
In the 18th Century, there begin to circulate, revolutionary writings, such as those of Korais, 
or the Θούριος by Rigas, a kind of Odyssey which seeks to inspire the people to fight for 
their freedom, and for universal human rights. We must also mention the work of Evgenios 
Voulgaris, Athanasios Psalidas, Nikeforos Theotokis, Dimitris Katakzis, all of whom sought 
uplift the phronema of the people.  
 
We see these words become actions, when we look at the Χορός του Ζαλόγγου, the “Dance 
of Zalongou”, where the women of Souli (outside of Ioannina in Epirus), sacrificed 
themselves to protect the Greek identity. When we look at all this history as preparation 
over the decades, it must lead to change.  
 
In the early 1800s, many Orthodox Christian Hellenes left Greece for Orthodox Russia (or 
other parts of Europe) and became successful scholars, businessmen, and even soldiers. By 
the 1800s, the Hellenes—together with those friends of Greece we call Philhellenes—began 
to consider plans and methods to free the motherland.  

- continued inside bulletin 


