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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, February 7, 2021 
ON THIS DAY, the Sunday following the Presentation of our 

Lord and Savior in the Temple and the 16th Sunday of St. 

Matthew, we commemorate Parthenius, Bishop of Lampsacus; 

Luke of Mount Stirion; Theopemptos the Martyr & his 

Companions; George the New Martyr of Crete; and Richard, 

King of Wessex. Through their holy intercessions, O God, 

have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

http://www.patriarchate.org/
http://www.atlmetropolis.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in person today 
and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 
comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 
understanding that our church is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. 
George is deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 
1. Hymn for Second Antiphon – (Hymnal-p.28): 
On the occasion of today’s feast, we sing the following hymn instead of the regular Soson imas, 
“Save us, O Son of God”: “Save us, O Son of God, Who was held in the arms of 
the righteous Symeon, as we sing to You, Alleluia.” 

 

2./4. Hymn for the Feast of the Presentation – (Hymnal-pp.212-215): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Rejoice, O woman full of grace, O 
Virgin Theotokos, for there rose from you the Sun of Justice, Christ our God, 
who enlightens those in darkness. You too exult and be glad, just and aged 
Simeon, for you carried in your arms the Redeemer of our souls, who bestows 
on us the grace of resurrection.  
 
3. Resurrectional Hymn (Second Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.102-105): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: When You descended into death, Life 
immortal, You vanquished the power of hell by your resplendent divinity, 
and when You raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly 
powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You. 

 
5. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 



chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
6. Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord – (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 
sanctified the Virgin’s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 
resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to 
these troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted 
faith to all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Mark 16:1-8) 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. 
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting 
on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; He is not here. Look, there is the place they laid Him. But go, 
tell His disciples and Peter that He is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see Him, just as He told you." So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (2 Corinthians 6:1-10) 
As we work together with Him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 
God in vain. For He says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and 
on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, 
now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so 



that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, 
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, 
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine 
love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill 
repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 25:14-30) 
14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 
entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one 
who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them and 
made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents 
made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off 
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time 
the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the 
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made 
five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy 
slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two 
talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 



where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return, I would have 
received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw 
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’ 

 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; for His steadfast love 
endures for ever.”    (1 Chronicles 16.34) 

 
 

 

Please click on the signup here to review all the different roles: 
 Volunteer for GREECE on the GO 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-alternate


 



 

 
 

 



 
 



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 
… the custom of offering the Five Loaves 
monthly will remind us of the generosity and 
multiplication of the gifts of fish and bread 
that our Lord multiplied and shared with all 
present. Through this Orthodox Service, we 
return thanksgiving to God for multiplying 
our own gifts and hence, the icon of this 
miracle has been selected as our logo for 
“Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”… the first 
Sunday of every month! 

 
 

On this “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday,” we thank 
Dedee and Kirk Panayis for offering our five Artos 
(loaves of bread) for the Service of the Blessing of the 
Five Loaves for the health and welfare of our parish 
and their family members. 

Likewise, today we thank God and 
celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, 
Wedding Anniversaries, and other 
special occasions that occurred 
recently or during the month of 
February. Congratulations to 
everyone celebrating their special 
events today and thanks to all who 
offered our parish their gifts for 
God to use and multiply. 

 
 

 



 



 

 
 



 

 
 
 



From Back Cover: The Ladder of Divine Ascent by St. John Climacus: 
“Step 9: On the Remembrance of Wrongs” (continued) 

 

10. Remembrance of wrongs is an interpreter of Scripture of the kind that adjusts 
the words of the Spirit to its own views. Let it be put to shame by the Prayer of 
Jesus which cannot be said with it. 
 
11. When, after much struggling, you are still unable to extract this thorn, you 
should apologize to your enemy, even if only in word. Then perhaps you may be 
ashamed of your long-standing insincerity towards him, and, as your conscience 
stings you like fire, you may feel perfect love towards him. 
 
12. You will know that you have completely got rid of this rot, not when you pray 
for the person who has offended you, nor when you exchange presents with him, 
nor when you invite him to your table, but only when, on hearing that he has fallen 
into spiritual or bodily misfortune, you suffer and weep for him as for yourself. 
 
13. A malicious anchorite is an adder hidden in a hole, which carries about within 
itself deadly poison. 
 
14. The remembrance of Jesus’ sufferings cures remembrance of wrongs which is 
mightily shamed by His forbearance. 
 
15. Worms grow in a rotten tree, and malice finds a place in falsely meek and silent 
people. He who has cast it out has found forgiveness, but he who sticks to it is 
deprived of mercy. 
 
16. Some, for the sake of forgiveness, give themselves up to labors and struggles, 
but a man who is forgetful of wrongs excels them. If you forgive quickly, then you 
will be generously forgiven. 
 
17. The forgetting of wrongs is a sign of true repentance. But he who dwells on 
them and thinks that he is repenting is like a man who thinks he is running while he 
is really asleep. 
 



18. I have seen resentful people recommend forgiveness to others. Yes, and being 
put to shame by their own words, they rid themselves of the passion. 
19. Let no one regard dark spite as a harmless passion, for it often manages to 
reach out even to spiritual men. 
 
The ninth step. Let him who has reached it boldly ask the Savior Jesus for release 
from his sins for the future. 

From The Ladder of Divine Ascent, translated 
by Archimandrite Lazarus Moore (Harper & Brothers, 1959). 

 
 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 
 

 
On this the 842nd Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, February 7 (16th Sunday of St. Matthew/Souper Bowl of Caring): 
 7:45 a.m.   Orthros Service  

     9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy/Blessing of 5 Loaves & February Commemorations 
   11:00 a.m.   Adult Religious Education (at church and live-streamed 
   11:45 a.m.   Parish Council Meeting 

          1:30 pm     Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3 years - 2nd grade  
          2:00 pm     Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3rd - 5th Grades 
          2:30 pm     Virtual Religious Education Lesson for Middle/High School 

 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement 
are essential and appreciated! Thank you! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
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The following reflection from The Ladder of Divine Ascent by St. John Climacus: “Step 9: On the 
Remembrance of Wrongs” is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.       +Fr. George Tsahakis  

1. The holy virtues are like Jacob’s ladder, and the unholy vices are like the chains that fell 
from the chief Apostle Peter. For the virtues, leading from one to another, bear him who 
chooses them up to Heaven; but the vices by their nature beget and stifle one another. And 
as we have just heard senseless anger calling remembrance of wrongs its own offspring, it is 
appropriate that we should now say something about this. 
 
2. Remembrance of wrongs is the consummation of anger, the keeper of sins, hatred of 
righteousness, ruin of virtues, poison of the soul, worm of the mind, shame of prayer, 
stopping of supplication, estrangement of love, a nail stuck in the soul, pleasureless feeling 
beloved in the sweetness of bitterness, continuous sin, unsleeping transgression, hourly 
malice. 
 
3. This dark and hateful passion, I mean remembrance of wrongs, is one of those that are 
produced but have no offspring. That is why we do not intend to say much about it. 
 
4. He who has put a stop to anger has also destroyed remembrance of wrongs; because 
childbirth continues only while the father is alive. 
 
9. He who has obtained love has banished revenge; but he who nurses enmities stores up 
for himself endless sufferings. 
 
6. A banquet of love dispels hatred, and sincere gifts soothe a soul. But an ill-regulated 
banquet is the mother of boldness, and through the window of love gluttony leaps in. 
 
7. I have seen hatred break the bond of long-standing fornication, and afterwards 
remembrance of wrongs, in an amazing way, did not allow the severed union to be 
renewed. Wonderful sight—a demon curing a demon! But perhaps this is the work not of 
demons but of Divine Providence. 
 
8. Remembrance of wrongs is far from strong natural love, but fornication easily comes near 
it, just as a hidden louse can sometimes be seen in a dove. 
 
9. Be malicious and spiteful against the demons and be at constant enmity with your body. 
The flesh is a headstrong and treacherous friend. The more you care for it, the more it 
injures you.                                                                                             - continued inside bulletin 
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