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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, November 14, 2021 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE 8TH
 SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, THE CHURCH 

COMMEMORATES Philip the Apostle (+86); Gregory Palamas, 

Archbishop of Thessaloniki (+1360); Holy Great New Martyr 

Constantine of Hydra; and Justinian the Emperor and his wife Theodora. 

Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. 

Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
 

We welcome our parishioners who are attending services in person today and we also 

welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us comply 

with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


understanding in following them. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you and all 

who are assisting during worship services.  

 

Parishioners and visitors who are sick are asked to remain at home to recover and 

rest. We strongly encourage all parishioners who visit to resume wearing masks to 

slow the spread of the Delta variant in response to His Eminence Metropolitan 

Alexios' request to our Clergy and Parish Councils to do so. 

 

Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical 

good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the 

Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine 

Liturgy. 
 

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Fourth Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 

It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your resurrection 

was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the 

curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has 

been vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the 

world with His great mercy. 

 

3. Hymn for St. Philip of the 12 Apostles – (not in Hymnal): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. O holy Apostle Philip, make intercession to our 

merciful God, that He grant our souls forgiveness of offenses. 

 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 

It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 

venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 

famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 

chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 

your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion for Feast of the Theotokos (11/21) – (Hymnal-pp.236-239): 

https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
https://12343.sites.sheenomo.com/news/concerning-masks-in-our-parishes-august-19
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=293


It is sung after the Small Entrance: Behold the temple of the Savior, His 

precious bridal chamber. Behold the virginal and sacred vessel of God’s 

glory. Today she enters into the house of the Lord, bearing within her the 

grace of the Holy Spirit. For this, the angels exclaim: She is indeed the 

heavenly tabernacle. 

 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 

but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 

Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:1-14) 

After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias; and He showed Himself in this way. Gathered there together were 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 

Zebedee, and two others of His disciples. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 

fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into the 

boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the 

beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, 

"Children, you have no fish, have you?" They answered Him, "No." He said to 

them, "Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they 

cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 

That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon 

Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 

jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net 

full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred 

fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus 

said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to 

ask Him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and 

took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was raised from the 

dead. 

 



Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Corinthians 4:9-16) 

For I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, as though sentenced 

to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to 

mortals. We are fools for the sake of Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We are 

weak, but you are strong. You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the 

present hour we are hungry and thirsty, we are poorly clothed and beaten and 

homeless, and we grow weary from the work of our own hands. When reviled, 

we bless; when persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we speak kindly. We 

have become like the rubbish of the world, the dregs of all things, to this very 

day. I am not writing this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my 

beloved children. For though you might have ten thousand guardians in Christ, 

you do not have many fathers. Indeed, in Christ Jesus I became your father 

through the gospel. I appeal to you, then, be imitators of me.  

Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 10:25-37) 
25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do 

to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do 

you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your 

mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And He said to him, “You have given 

the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29But wanting to justify himself, he 

asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who 

stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance 

a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 

other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; 

and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged 

his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own 

animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out 

two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when 

I come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, 

do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 

robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go 

and do likewise.”  

  



THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. Do not 

fret — it leads only to evil.”        (Psalm 37:8) 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

As we begin the Nativity Fast tomorrow, November 15th, in preparation of 

the Incarnation of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ, on the Feast of His 

Holy Nativity, let us remember in our personal prayers as well as our efforts 

to prepare ourselves leading up to this blessed celebration: 

 

- that we are blessed to serve as parents, religious educators, 
youth workers, ministry leaders, and instructors  

 

- that through our One God in Three Persons (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit), we are God’s One Holy People 

 

- that we should never be a party to any division within the Body 
of Christ. Rather, our goal is to be perfectly united in mind and 
heart with all others who follow our Incarnate Lord. 

 

- that we should always strive not to misplace our loyalties with 
this person or that one 

 

- that Christ, of whom we are a part, is not divided. He is of one 
mind. So let us and all His people be together and in 
agreement. 

 



- that we should seek to be like-minded, having the same love, 
one in spirit and purpose. 

 

- And through the Name of Jesus Christ, the source of our unity 
and salvation, we can easily accomplish these things and more 
for His Glory and not ours.  

 
May the loyalty of the shepherds, the perseverance of the Wise Men, the joy 
of the angels, and the peace of the Christ Child be God's gift to you this 
Christmas time and always. Amen.  
 
 
 

1.  

 

 



St. Philip the Apostle – November 14 
(continued from Back Cover) 

 

Holy tradition tells us that after he was filled with the Holy Spirit with the 

other Apostles on Pentecost, Philip was chosen to preach the Gospel is Asia 

Minor. Passing through Galilee and Syria he preached the Gospel and 

confirmed its power through miracles, healing diseases, casting out demons 

and raising the dead in the name of Christ. This resulted in the Baptism of 

many and the establishment of Christian communities in places like 

Hierapolis and Azotus in Syria. 

 

Passing through Lydia and Mysia in Asia Minor, 

he converted the pagans of that area to the 

true God, and there was joined by the holy 

Apostle Bartholomew, who was preaching 

nearby, and Philip's sister Mariamne, who 

followed them and served the needs of the 

Apostles and the communities they 

established. In one of the villages of Lydia they 

also met the holy Apostle John the Theologian, 

and all together they went to Phrygia, and 

from there to another Hierapolis in Asia Minor. 

This city was home to countless idols, and even 

constructed a temple to a viper, since the 

superstitious people worshiped vipers and 

serpents. When the three Apostles slew the viper through their prayers as 

with a spear to demonstrate the power of Christ, John departed from the city 

and went his own way, while Philip, Bartholomew and Mariamne remained 

in Hierapolis, diligently striving to destroy the gloom of idolatry with the light 



of the knowledge of the truth, laboring night and day. The city came to 

believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and presbyters were ordained to serve the 

needs of the believers. 

 

There lived in the city a man named Stachys, who had been blind for forty 

years. With the power of prayer, Stachys received the sight of his physical 

eyes and was also illumined from his spiritual blindness through the hands of 

the Apostles. Having baptized Stachys, they lived in his house, and crowds 

from the city would come there to visit the Apostles, where they counseled 

the people and healed them. 

 

The wife of Nicanor, the mayor of the city, was bitten by a serpent while her 

husband was away and lay sick unto death. Hearing of the Apostles staying in 

the home of Stachys, she commanded her slaves to bear her to them. She 

was miraculously healed of the serpent's bite as well as the delusions of 

demons, and after being instructed in the Christian faith, she came to believe 

and was baptized. 

 

When Nicanor returned and heard news of the Baptism of his wife, he was 

enraged and had the Apostles arrested and the home of Stachys set on fire. 

Philip, Bartholomew and Mariamne were dragged through the street and 

beaten and mocked along the way till they were imprisoned. Thinking that 

they were sorcerers who performed their miracles and destroyed their 

serpent god through magic, the pagan priests had Philip and Bartholomew 

stripped to reveal their magic charms. Finding nothing they approached to do 

the same to the virgin Mariamne, but as they approached, they saw her as a 

fiery flame causing them to flee in fear. Then the mayor condemned them to 

death by crucifixion. 



First to suffer was Philip. Having bored holes through his ankle bones and 

passed cords through them, they crucified him with his head downwards, in 

front of the portals of the vipers temple, all the while casting stones at him. 

They also crucified Bartholomew on the wall of the temple. When an 

earthquake struck and swallowed up in the earth the mayor with the pagan 

priests and the impious, those who remained testified to the innocence of 

the Apostles and sought to take them down. They managed to recover 

Bartholomew, but for Philip, who was crucified high up, they did not manage, 

for it was the will of God to receive his soul after he prayed on behalf of the 

people. Mariamne, after witnessing his suffering, embraced him and kissed 

him when he was removed from the cross, and rejoiced that her brother was 

accounted worthy of suffering for Christ. Bartholomew and Mariamne 

remained in Hierapolis for a time and baptized the people, then they went on 

their respective missionary journeys. Stachys was ordained Bishop of the city 

of Hierapolis by Bartholomew. 

 

The Apostle Philip's relics remained in Hierapolis in an octagonal church 

dedicated to him for many years, the ruins of which can be seen till this day. 

In 560 they were transferred to Rome, where they now rest in the Church of 

the Twelve Apostles. His holy skull went to Constantinople, but in 1204 it was 

sent to Cyprus for protection where it was kept in the village of Arsos in a 

church dedicated to the Apostle. To better protect the holy skull, it was 

brought to the Monastery of the Honorable Cross in Omodos in 1788 where 

it remains today. One of the arms of the Apostle was also kept in 

Constantinople, in the Church of Panagia Pammakaristos. In 1167, Emperor 

Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180) gave it to his neice Maria as a holy pledge, 

when she was given in marriage to Amaury I, crusader King of Jerusalem. In 

1204 this sacred arm was transferred to Florence, where it remains till today. 



One hand is also kept at Kykkos Monastery in Cyprus, a finger at Neamts 

Monastery in Romania, and portions of relics are at Dionysiou and 

Xenophontos Monasteries in Mount Athos. 
 

 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for updates 

and photos.  
 

On this the 882nd Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to 

thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are 

just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy 

Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the Peachtree 

City, Georgia, area for the glory of God! 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

10 

Sunday, November 14 (8th Sunday of St. Luke): 

   7:45 am   Orthros Service 

   9:00 am   Divine Liturgy  

 10:45 am   General Parish Assembly 

 

Archangel Michael Honorees Sunday, November 7, 2021 

 
Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640


St. Philip the Apostle – November 14 

The following reflection on St. Philip is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.  
                                                                                                                          +Fr. George Tsahakis  

Saint Philip was from Bethsaida of Galilee, where Peter and Andrew were from as well. Our 

Lord summoned Philip to follow Him and be one of His chosen twelve disciples and believing 

with all his heart that our Lord Jesus was the Messiah, he followed Him through the course of 

His earthly ministry. Wanting his friend Nathaniel to also follow the promised Messiah, he 

announced to him: "We have found Him, of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets did 

write: Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph!" Nathaniel doubted and responded: "Can any 

good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip did not respond, but merely invited him to "Come 

and see." And indeed, pon Nathaniel meeting the Lord Jesus, he was convinced that he was 

the Messiah and followed the Lord as well (Jn. 1:44-49). 

 

One day the Lord found an opportunity to test the faith of Philip and set him right concerning 

His divine nature, so upon crossing the Sea of Tiberius, five thousand people followed Him 

and were in need of food to eat. When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming 

toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked 

this only to test him, for He already had in mind what He was going to do. Philip answered 

Him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have 

a bite!” Then Jesus took five small loaves of barley bread and two small fish and miraculously 

multiplied them to feed the five thousand (Jn. 6). 

 

Prior to the Lord's voluntary arrest, passion and crucifixion, at the Secret Supper, Philip 

boldly asked the Lord: “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” Jesus 

answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 

Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father?' Don’t 

you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in Me? The words I say to you I do 

not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is doing His work. 

Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at least believe on 

the evidence of the works themselves. Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in Me will do 

the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am 

going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it" (Jn. 14:8-14). 

                                                                                                                        - continued inside bulletin 


