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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, January 17, 2021 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE TWELFTH SUNDAY OF SAINT LUKE, WE 
REMEMBER our Righteous Father, Anthony the Great (+356 – St. 
Anthony is known as the Founder of Christian Monasticism.); our 
Righteous God-bearing Father and Wonderworker, Anthony the 
New of Veria; Holy New-Martyr George of Ioannina (+1838); and 
Pious King Theodosios the Emperor. Through their holy 
intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in person today 
and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 
comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 
understanding that our church is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. 
George is deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  
 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 

Special Hymns Sung Before/After Small Entrance 
 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Grave Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.122-125): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: By Your Cross, O Lord, You destroyed 
death; to the thief You opened paradise. The myrrh bearers’ sorrow You 
transformed into joy, and You sent Your apostles forth to proclaim that You 
had risen from the dead, Christ our God, bestowing on all the world Your 
great mercy. 
 

3. Hymn of St. Anthony Whom We Remember Today – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Imitating the manners of Elijah the Zealot, and 
following the straight paths of John the Baptist, O Father Anthony, you 
colonized the desert, and you supported the Empire by your prayers. 
Therefore, intercede with Christ our God to save our souls.  
 

4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 

5. Kontakion sung in anticipation of the Presentation of the Lord (to be 
celebrated 2/2)  (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 
sanctified the Virgin¹s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 
resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to these 
troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted faith to 
all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.                       – St. John Chrysostom 
 



Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:1-14) 
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias; and He showed Himself in this way. Gathered there together were 
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples. Simon Peter said to them, 
"I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out 
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after 
daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no fish, have you?" They 
answered Him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of the 
boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to 
haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved 
said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 
he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the 
other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone 
ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said 
to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter 
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus 
said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared to 
ask Him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came 
and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This 
was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after He was 
raised from the dead. 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (Hebrews 13: 17-21) 
17Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your 
souls and will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with 
sighing—for that would be harmful to you. 18Pray for us; we are sure that we 
have a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. 19I urge you 
all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you very soon. 20Now may 
the God of peace, Who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21make you 



complete in everything good so that you may do His will, working among us 
that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to Whom be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 17:12-19) 
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met by ten lepers, who 
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices and said: “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us.” When He saw them He said to them, “Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a 
loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving Him thanks. Now he 
was a Samaritan. Then said Jesus: “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the 
nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” And He said to him: “Rise and go your way; your faith has 
made you well.” 
 

MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
“For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and 
more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.” 
(2 Cor. 4:15) 

 
 

Prayer for Peace & Unity 
for Inauguration Day, Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

 
When Fr. George was not quite six years old, he was proud and still remembers the 
Invocation Prayer of His Eminence Iakovos, Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox Church of 
North and South America of blessed memory at the 1961 Inauguration of President John 
F. Kennedy. Today, Fr. George shares this profound prayer, respectfully replacing 
President Kennedy’s name with President-Elect Biden’s name so that on Inauguration 
Day 2021, we may pray for peace and unity in the years ahead. Fr. George also humbly 
replaced the prayer’s use of “Thy” (ecclesiastical and literary language) with “Your” so 
that this beautiful prayer is more easily understood by our faithful 60 years later. 



 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 
Almighty and all-merciful Lord, by Whom all powers and authorities are 
ordained. Who taught us that rulers are ministers of God to us for all 
that is good. Who demands of us that we offer supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgiving for all who are in authority. Hear us, O 
Lord, for unto You do we bow submissively, inclining our heads and 
entreating mercy upon Your faithful servant our beloved President 
Joseph Biden. Save Your people, O Lord and bless Your inheritance. 
 
Visit Your world with compassion and bounties. Exalt the prestige of our 
country and the office of our President and send down upon him Your 
mercies. 
 
Preserve his life and multiply his days, with health and wisdom. Grant 
him progress in all virtues. Guard him within the realm of Your grace 
and gird him with the armor of faith, prudence, and high morale. 
Sanctify his soul and illumine his mind by Your Holy Spirt. Let a host of 
heavenly angels be his constant guardians, so that, guided and guarded 
thusly by You, he may attain his noble goals. 
 
Finally, O Lord, bless the tenure of his office, so that he may be 
victorious in all his struggles against evil, violence, injustice, and threats 
of war. May he emerge always in glory, for You have said: “Be of good 
cheer: I have overcome the world.” 
 
For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever 
and to the ages of ages. Amen! 
 



PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

How do you select your priorities? What criteria do you use to choose 
them? The older I become and more experience I gain, the easier it is 
for me to see that there is an emptiness in pursuing anything less than 
God’s call. Without a doubt, our culture influences us towards 
independence and self-fulfillment. At the same time, we seek God and 
pray regularly, we study His Word, and yet we wonder why He still 
seems so distant. Perhaps our culture has trained us to pursue goals 
that do not bring us closer to God. Perhaps the goals we choose for 
ourselves undermine the relationships we are to have with God and 
with others He places in our paths. 

What are some of our misguided goals? Where our culture says, “Seek 
your place in the world!” our God says, “Seek the kingdom of God.” 
Where our culture bids us to “Find yourself!” God calls us to “Lose 
yourself, and so find life.” Where our culture calls us to “Be your own 
self-made person!” our God calls us to “Become members together of 
one body.” Where our culture teaches us to “Look to your own needs 
and interests!” God calls us to “Have the attitude of Christ Jesus, Who 
took on the nature of a servant.” Where our culture promises, “You 
can have it all!” God calls us to “Consider it rubbish, that we might 
gain Christ.” Where our culture mandates, “Be at the top of your 
game!” God calls us to “Be crucified with Christ.” 

When we perceive our existence as a call from God – rather than as a 
search for self – we free ourselves from the quicksand of self-oriented 
ambition and find our ultimate purpose in life. 

That’s where spiritual clarity is found – not in knowing what we are 
looking for, but in answering Christ’s call and abiding in Him. 



 



 



 

"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 

On this the 840th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

  7:45 am Orthros Service 
       9:00 am Divine Liturgy/Memorial Service - Nick Christodoulopoulos  
     10:45 am Adult Religious Education Class (in church) 

      1:30 pm Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3 years - 2nd grade 
      2:00 pm Virtual Religious Education Lesson for 3rd - 5th Grades 
      2:30 pm Virtual Religious Education Lesson for Middle/High School 
 

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

We are so excited to announce, “Greece 

on the Go,” Peachtree City GreekFest’s 

first ever drive through! It will be 

happening on March 6th for both lunch 

and dinner. Be sure to mark your 

calendars now! More details to come. 

We can’t wait to see you. 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


The following reflection on St. Athanasius the Great (whose Feast Day is tomorrow) is reprinted from 
www.johnsanidopoulos.com. Join us for church services tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. +Fr. George Tsahakis 

Heresy in the Church is what a severe illness is to a human body. It is a cancer which if not expelled will 
endanger the spiritual health of its members. This is why the Church, the authentic Body of Christ, out of love and 
philanthropy, through its healthy members, the saints, fights heresies, just like the immune system of a healthy 
body fights the virus that causes the illnesses. However, it does not regard heretics as enemies, as indeed the 
Church has no enemies, but sick members whom it loves and tries to heal. 
 

Athanasius the Great fought like few ever have to preserve the truths of the faith against the heretics that tried to 
alter it, and they fought him furiously. With slander and all sorts of machinations they accomplished, many times, 
in exiling him and distancing him from his flock. Remarkably, out of the forty-six years he was Archbishop of 
Alexandria, sixteen he spent in exile. But even from there he never stopped fighting for his flock against heresy. 
 

Heresy creates factions and schisms; it splits and divides. Saint Peter of Alexandria had the blessing to see Christ, 
who wore a split tunic. When the Saint asked who split His tunic, Christ replied: “The fool Arius”. The word 
“heresy” (αίρεση) comes from the verb αιρέω which means “to elect”. Heretics choose a piece of truth that helps 
them to support their views and in turn reject the truth in its entirety. This creates many problems, because when 
the faith is altered the correct way of life is lost. This way of life is the method of treating the passions, the method 
of the purification of the heart, by which man is led to the knowledge of God (“Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God”), since the vision of God is identical with true knowledge.  
 

Arius argued that Christ is not God, but a creation of God, “created in time”, and therefore, like all created things, 
He has a beginning and an end. If this is true, however, then He cannot save man, since only God has that ability. 
But we know from Holy Scripture, as well as the experience of the Church, that Christ was incarnated to save and 
deify man. 
 

At the First Ecumenical Synod, which condemned Arius, Saint Athanasius participated as a young deacon (he was 
around 26) as a representative of the Archbishop of Alexandria, and with compelling arguments he showed the 
delusions and falsehoods of the teachings of Arius. And later as the Archbishop of Alexandria, with strong words, 
both spoken and written, he expressed clearly the truths that the heretics twisted. Namely, that Christ is not a 
creation, but “the Son and Word of God, the perfect offspring of the Father, begotten not according to will, but 
according to nature. He did not come about because the Father willed it, but because it is in the nature of the 
Father to beget the Son and in the nature of the Son to be begotten. This is how He differs from created things. He 
is the image and likeness of the Father, while man is simply according to the image and according to the likeness. 
He is without beginning, like the Father.” 
 

The Church has given the epithet “Great” to few people. Among these Saint Athanasius holds a prominent 
position. It has been written of him: “Rarely has the epithet ‘Great’ uncovered such a substantial subject as in the 
case of Athanasius of Alexandria. He was great in zeal, great in love, great in holiness, great in Orthodoxy. With 
these qualifications he is now such a part of the living consciousness of the Christian people. It’s as if he was alive 
physically.” Even Saint Gregory the Theologian, in his memorial speech for Athanasius the Great, begins with the 
characteristic phrase: “When we praise Athanasius, we praise virtue.” Indeed, he was a model of virtue since this is 
the fruit of true communion with the living Triune God. 
 

His memory is celebrated on January 18th together with Saint Cyril of Alexandria, and on May 2nd (the day of his 
repose). 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/

	Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Litu...
	Special Hymns Sung Before/After Small Entrance
	Scriptural Passages from Today's Orthros & Divine Liturgy
	Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (John 21:1-14)
	Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 17:12-19)
	The following reflection on St. Athanasius the Great (whose Feast Day is tomorrow) is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com. Join us for church services tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. +Fr. George Tsahakis

