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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, January 31, 2021 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE 15TH SUNDAY OF ST. LUKE, WE COMMEMORATE Holy 
Wonderworkers, Cyrus & John the “Anargyroi” (Philanthropists & 
Unmercenary Physicians), Martyred together in Corinth with Athanasia and 
her Three Virgin Daughters: Theodote, Theoktiste, and Eudoxia (+311); Our 
Righteous Father Arsenios of Paros; Elias Ardounis the New Righteous Martyr 
of Mt. Athos; and Aed from Ferns. Through their holy intercessions, O God, 
have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in person today 
and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video streaming at home. Let us 
comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. We appreciate your kind 
understanding that our church is beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. 
George is deeply appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


 
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good 
standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron 
("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy. 

 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (First Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.98-101): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: Although Your tomb was sealed with a 
stone, O Savior, and Your most pure body was guarded by the soldiers, You 
rose on the third day giving life to all the world. Therefore, O giver of life, the 
powers of heaven praise You: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ. Glory to 
Your kingdom. Glory to Your saving wisdom, O only lover of mankind. 
 
3. Hymn of Holy Wonderworkers, Cyrus & John – (not in Hymnal): 
This hymn is sung after the Small Entrance: You have given us the miracles of 
Your holy Martyrs as an impregnable fortress, O Christ our God. At their 
entreaties, frustrate the plots of foreign enemies, and strengthen our nation, for 
You alone are good and love humanity. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, 
singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion of the Presentation of the Lord – (Hymnal-pp.250-253): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: For our salvation You took flesh and You 
sanctified the Virgin’s womb; You blessed the aged Simeon as You lay 
resting in his arms; and having come to save us all, O Christ our God, to these 
troubled times, bring Your lasting peace. Give strong and undaunted faith to 
all Your people, O only lover of mankind. 
 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them 
in books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. 
John Chrysostom 
 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Matthew 28:16-20) 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 
directed them. When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age." Amen. 

 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Timothy 4:9-15) 
9The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance. 10For to this end we toil 
and struggle, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the 
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 11These are the things 
you must insist on and teach. 12Let no one despise your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 
13Until I arrive, give attention to the public reading of scripture, to 
exhorting, to teaching. 14Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was 
given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council 
of elders. 15Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that 
all may see your progress.  
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Luke 19:1-10) 
19He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 
short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see Him, 
because He was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to the place, He 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must 



stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome 
Him. 7All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the 
guest of one who is a sinner.” 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 
“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9Then 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too 
is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the 
lost.” 
 

TODAY’S MEMORY VERSE  (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 
“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through Him.”  (John 3:17) 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

We cannot come to God in honest prayer when we have not forgiven one 
another’s wrongdoings. This week I read the following story that 
reinforced this approach. 
 
Consider how a young boy saw a pack of cigarettes on the ground and 
decided to try them. He went to a field near his home and, after several 
uncomfortable attempts, got one to light up. It did not taste good to him; 
indeed, it burned his throat and made him cough. But it made him feel 
very grown up. 
 



Then he saw his father coming. Quickly, he put the cigarette behind his 
back and tried to be casual. Desperate to divert his father’s attention, the 
young boy pointed to a nearby billboard advertising the circus. “Can we go, 
Dad? Please, let’s go when it comes to town.” 

  

The father quietly and firmly replied, “Son, never make a plea while at the 
same time trying to hide an obvious disobedience.” 

How can we dare approach God in honest prayer if do we not forgive one 
another’s wrongdoings? In spite of our hesitation to forgive others or even 
to seek God’s help to forgive others’ wrongdoings, I feel the starting point 
is nonetheless to approach Him… with humility, contrition, and prayer… 
asking for Him to guide us “how” we can forgive others. He even said this 
in Luke 11:9-13: 

9… Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you 
who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him! 

Glory to God in all things! Amen! 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to check our status for    
updates and photos. 

On this the 841st Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we 
continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it may 
seem like we are just a handful of men, women, and children, if we commit 
ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the 
miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

   Sunday, January 31 (15th Sunday of St. Luke): 
    7:45 a.m.  Orthros Service  
        9:00 a.m.   Divine Liturgy 
      10:15 a.m.   Greece on the Go Update Meeting 

      11:30 am Let’s EAT! - Join us at Broadway Diner, 535 S. Glynn St., Suite 1009,  
    Fayetteville, GA 30214. It’s easy – no reservations, Dutch Treat, and open to all…! 
 

Youth Religious Education Class Reminder: This 
afternoon, we encourage our parents to share the digital 
religious education lessons their teachers emailed. Next 
Sunday, students and parents in each class will join their 
teachers in a Virtual Religious Education Lesson as we did 
last Sunday. Thanks for helping us teach our Orthodox faith 
to our youth. 

 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement 
are essential and appreciated! Thank you! 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


 

The following reflection, “The Oldest Written Account of the Celebration of the Reception of 
Christ at the Temple” is reprinted from www.johnsanidopoulos.com.    +Fr. George Tsahakis  

The oldest written account of the solemn celebration of the Feast of the Reception of our 
Lord dates back to the fourth century and is the work of a Spanish Nun, Egeria, who kept a 
diary of her pilgrimage to the Holy Land toward the end of that century (380's). In it she 
writes:  
 

“The fortieth day after the Epiphany* is undoubtedly celebrated here** with the very 
highest honor, for on that day there is a procession,*** in which all take part, in the 
Anastasis,**** and all things are done in their order with the greatest joy, just as at Easter. 
All the Priests, and after them the Bishop, preach, always taking for their subject that part of 
the Gospel where Joseph and Mary brought the Lord into the Temple on the fortieth day, 
and Symeon and Anna the Prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, saw Him, treating of the 
words which they spoke when they saw the Lord, and of that offering which His parents 
made. And when everything that is customary has been done in order, the Eucharist is 
celebrated, and the dismissal takes place.” (Egeria, Diary of a Pilgrimage, chapter 26)  
 

Notes: 
 

*  By Epiphany, read Christmas and Epiphany, which were celebrated together on January 
6th, meaning that the Reception of Christ was celebrated on February 14th. It was later 
changed to February 2nd following the division of Epiphany and Christmas, when Christmas 
began to be celebrated on December 25th. It seems at this point, the feast had no specific 
name except The Fortieth Day After the Nativity, and later in the East, probably in the fifth or 
sixth century, it began to be called the “Reception” (Gr. Hypapante), since Christ was 
received by Symeon at the Temple, and in the West it became known as the “Purification”, 
from Mary’s compliance with the legal purification prescribed by the Law (Lk. 2:22), or 
“Presentation”, since Christ was presented as an offering at the Temple.  
 
**  By “here” Egeria means Jerusalem. 

*** The Spanish Pilgrim Egeria made no mention of the use of candles in the procession in 
Jerusalem, since this custom was introduced later, toward the middle of the fifth century, by 
a Roman matron, Ikelia. Both Cyril of Alexandria (d. 444) and Theodore of Ancyra (d. 446) 
mention the use of lights in the procession of this Feast in their homilies. The Chronicle of 
Theophanes attests to the candlelight processions in Constantinople in the sixth century. The 
use of candles for this Feast has also given it the name of “Candlemas”.  

**** The Anastasis was the main church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem.                                            
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