
  

 

Fr. George’s Pastoral Message for Friday, September 11, 2020 

  

 

  

 

 

 

Click to Read Fr. George’s Message  
 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2020/9/Fr.%20George%20for%20Weekly%209.11.20-2.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2020/9/What%20Is%20the%20Worst%20Sin%20in%20the%20World.pdf


Special Prayer for September 11th 

  In recognition of the national tragedy and the loss our country sustained 

nineteen years ago on September 11th, 2001, let us call to mind the only 

religious edifice destroyed in the 9/11 attacks at Ground Zero on the site 

of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in New York City. I would like to 

share with you the following prayer offered by His Eminence Metropolitan 

Methodios of Boston, at the Prayer Services at Boston City Hall on 

September 13, 2001. I encourage you to pray it together with your family 

on Friday, 9/11. 

   

Prayer Remembering September 11, 2001 

  

Triune God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – Benevolent Lord, Creator and 

Sustainer of us all, hear us, Your children, at this time of national crisis and 

unbearable pain. We come to You because You are our Savior and 

Benefactor Who grants peace and solace to peoples and nations. It is You 

Who bore our sins on Your precious Holy Cross. It is only You that can heal 

our wounds and ease our suffering. 

  

You have blessed our nation abundantly and guided us in times of sadness 

and despair. Yes, You have blessed America. “You have stood beside her, 

and guided her through the night with a light from above.” 

  

Protect, we pray, our nation and its citizens at this time of tragedy of trial 

and crisis. Shield us under the shadow of Your Cross. Grant to us Your 

peace, Your love and help. Bestow solace and strength to the families of 



 

the innocent victims of the barbaric acts of violence in New York, 

Washington, and Pennsylvania. 

  

Open Your loving arms and welcome into Your tender embrace our 

brothers and sisters, our relatives, our friends and neighbors. . .the 

countless anonymous innocent who (in but an instant) were consumed in 

the horrific holocaust of hate. 

  

Strengthen, we pray, our brave police and firefighters, the doctors, the 

nurses, and rescue workers who have rushed to the side of the victims. 

Their eyes have seen unspeakable violence, human pain and tragedy. 

  

We pray for our President, the members of Congress and all in Public 

Service. Guide them and inspire their decisions at this time of national trial 

and travail. 

  

Help us and people throughout the world to comprehend that we are all 

Your children. We are all brothers and sisters created in Your image and 

likeness. Guide us to live in harmony with one another, respectful of each 

other’s human rights and human dignity. We ask this of You, for You are a 

benevolent and loving God ant to You do we ascribe glory, to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

 
  

 



 

 

Congratulations to our winner, Randy Pelky and his wife Anna Pelky 

who won $1,000 from our 2nd Annual Helicopter Ball Drop!  

 

St. Christopher Outreach Ministry Raises Money for Our Community and 

Church Building 

  

Even in these uncertain and unprecedented times, through the support of 

our friends at The Bedford School and Joseph Sams School, numerous 

Parish volunteers, and donations received from within and outside our 

community, St. Christopher Outreach Ministry was able to hold a very 

successful South Atlanta Golf Classic event.  We anticipated a lower 

turnout this year and the golf committee endeavored to find creative ways 

to streamline recurring expenses and achieve efficiencies from lessons 

learned at last year's event.  We were initially expecting approximately 36 

golfers but agreed if we were blessed to have at least 50 golfers 

participate, that we would increase the scholarships to each school.  I'm 

happy to report that we had 64 golfers participate this year - a 20% 



 

increase over last year! So we increased the scholarships to Bedford and 

Joseph Sams from two to four $1,000 scholarships. 

  

Just as important, we had new faces playing golf this year and this is good 

because it provides us an opportunity to expand the awareness of who we 

are as a church community within South Metro. So our hope is that each 

year we will see participation increase, just as we have each year with 

GreekFest. 

  

We are completing the final tally but the Finance team advises after all 

expenses, inclusive of the four scholarships, the South Atlanta Golf Classic 

netted approximately $11,000 for the Building of St. Christopher!  I'd like 

to thank all of our helpers this year, so many who worked behind the 

scenes to make our event a success.  On behalf of SCOM , I would 

especially like to thank Father George and Presbytera Marinda, whose 

support is so much appreciated, and to the Golf committee team, Co-Chair 

Maria Cahill, Steve Sarantis, Steve Theodorakis, and George Psihountas.   

  

We give Glory to God as we continue to witness our faith as Orthodox 

Christians. Please click here to view our Helicopter Ball Drop video. 

 

 

Tom Farmakis 

Golf Committee Co-Chair 

  

   
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintchristopheroutreachministry/?modal=admin_todo_tour


  

 

  

 

 

 

“Glory Be To GOD For All Things!" -- Saint John Chrysostom 

   

Blessings will come to us in this Ecclesiastical New Year! We will continue 

to do good works! 

Thoughts: 

1. What good things has God blessed you with? 

2. What act of kindness will you bless some with? 

3. What good works will you dedicate yourself to in the coming 

months? 

4. How will you practice daily gratitude? 

  

Please take a moment to complete this survey concerning our Annual Fall 

Bake Sale. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Helen Psihountas 

Philoptochos President 
 

 

https://forms.gle/EVVyRu73vL2uJsow7


 

Virtual National Philoptochos Convention Report 

from Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis 
 

 

 
  

 

 

Presbytera Marinda shared part of the Virtual National Philoptochos Meeting 

with future Philoptochos sister, Evie Wilson, her mother, Katie Wilson who is an 

active Philoptochos sister, and Evie’s brother, Nicholas at Yiayia’s House. 

 

 

I am deeply thankful for having served as one of our Philoptochos 



Chapter’s representatives for the Virtual National Philoptochos 

Convention Meetings on Friday night and all-day Saturday, August 21 

and 22, 2020. The official reports are available for viewing and 

downloading at the Philoptochos Archdiocese website. My report 

highlights topics from presentations that I recommend would benefit 

further discussions and implementation in our chapter meetings. 

 

First, our parishioners could benefit from being informed and in turn 

sharing with their families and friends the dangers of vaping, particularly 

to our middle and high school aged youth who are vulnerable and already 

experimenting. 

 

Second, participants were offered alternative ways to identify and help 

intervene to address loneliness in our parishioners. This is a national 

phenomenon and needs our help. 

 

Third, we were challenged to offer effective meetings in all of our 

parishes. The presenter stressed that “Having a lackluster president run a 

meeting is like having a driverless car on the highway.” She reminded us to 

start and end meetings on time, and the Chapter President should send 

uplifting messages to all members on a regular basis. 

 

Fourth, outside of our meetings, remember that KINDNESS COUNTS: be 

kind to yourself, take a break from Tech things, read, sing, nap or do 

something that is just for fun. Share email, letters, books, crafting ideas 

with other members. Keep a kindness diary (list all kind things done to you 

or by you for someone else). KINDNESS IS LOVE WITH WORK-BOOTS ON. 



 

In fact, November is kindness month when we have opportunities to fill 

food pantries, help older people learn the internet, collect newspapers, 

magazines and books for those who might not have reading material, drive 

people in need to various appointments, make kindness kits that include 

cookies, candies, cards, water bottles, socks, toothbrush and toothpaste, 

soaps, and make kindness kits for crafters that have needlepoint, cross 

stitch kits, crochet needles and yarn, etc. 

 

Fifth, l learned that National Philoptochos will feature monthly kindness 

efforts kicking off in January 2021. We were encouraged to make a chart 

and give stickers to members so they can post their acts of kindness done 

for others. Have a second chart and stickers for kindness shown to the 

individual. 

 

In short, an indelible memory for me from the presenters is that time 

spent with others is your most important gift. I treasure being a sister in 

Philoptochos and thank you for your kindness to me and my family. Your 

gifts are precious and priceless. 

 

Sincerely, 

Presbytera Marinda Tsahakis 

   
 

 
  

 

An Important Message from His 
Eminence Metropolitan Alexios 
 

   
  

 

  

  



   

 
September 9, 2020 
 
To the Reverend Clergy, the Ladies Philoptochos Society and all 
the faithful of the Metropolis of Atlanta: 
  
My beloved Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 
 
I greet you with love in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. As we celebrate the Afterfeast of the Nativity of 
the Mother of God, I am of course mindful of those many 
people throughout the world, who call upon her to intercede 
on their behalf. 
 
Specifically, I think of those impacted by the present wildfires 
in the state of California, especially the sisters of the Holy 
Convent of the Theotokos, who reside in nearby Dunlap, 
CA. On behalf of His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San 
Francisco, I ask that you join me in praying for the Lord's 
mercy, for those living through not only the global pandemic, 
but this new crisis. 
 
Also, the Hierarachs of the Holy Eparchial Synod have not 
forgotten our Lebanese brothers and sisters, still struggling to 
rebuild after the terrible explosions in Beirut last month. 
Following the first call to action before the Feast of the 
Dormition, I request that all our parishes and Philoptochos 
chapters support the work of our National Philoptochos by 
offering whatever heartfelt gifts they are able. (Click here to 
donate directly to Philoptochos online.)  
 
In these times we find ourselves, I also appreciate your 
continued adherence to the local and State 
governmental ordinances concerning COVID-19. I know that 
this journey which we find ourselves may prove somewhat 

https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/correction-national-philoptochos-approves-an-immediate-25000-to-iocc
https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/correction-national-philoptochos-approves-an-immediate-25000-to-iocc
https://mailchi.mp/philoptochos.org/correction-national-philoptochos-approves-an-immediate-25000-to-iocc


 

frustrating, but we must continue to support one another with 
love and understanding, just as we seek to support our 
brothers and sisters from California to Lebanon. I remain, 
 
Paternally yours with love and blessings, 

  
+ A L E X I O S 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
   

  
  

  
  
  
  

  
  

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Important Letter from His Eminence 
Metropolitan Alexios 
 

   

  



 

   

   
September 9, 2020 
 
To the Clergy of the Metropolis of Atlanta: 
 
My Brothers in the Lord, 
 
I greet you with love and joy in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ! I pray that we all experienced a blessed and joyous feast of the 
Nativity of the Theotokos. 
 
As we enter this period of the new Ecclesiastical Year, the Metropolis turns 
its attention to those beautiful events: the Winter Youth Rally & Hellenic 
Dance Festival. Both WYR and HDF remain committed to safe 
environments for our Metropolis faithful to come together in fellowship, 
worship, and dance. Indeed, the Metropolis continues to closely monitor 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, in accordance with CDC, State and 
Federal Guidelines.  
 
Therefore it is with a heavy but clear heart that I write to inform you, based 
on the recommendation from both the WYR Committee & the HDF 
Executive Committee (in consultation with our Metropolis Administration, 
and the Clergy Syndesmos) we feel the safest and most prudent decision 
is to cancel this year’s Winter Youth Rally, and the Hellenic Dance Festival 
for 2021. 
 
While this news must surely come as a disappointment, please know that 
your WYR and HDF teams are working diligently, in coordination with the 
Metropolis Youth Office, to prepare a few educational events, webinars and 
opportunities, which will allow us to celebrate our Hellenic Culture and 
Faith, while observing proper safety measures.  
 
Thanking all the Metropolis faithful--grandparents, parents, and children--



 

for their continued patience, and encouraging our continued prayerful 
intercessions to our Most-Holy Mother, I remain, 
  
Paternally yours with love and blessings in the Lord, 

  
+ A L E X I O S 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
   

   
  
   

  
  

 

 

 
  

 



  



  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 



  

 

 

 

Church Re-Opening Guidelines  

 
During the first phase of the re-opening of St. Christopher Church, a 
limited number of households will be permitted at each worship 
service by following two simple steps. 

   

Extra services will be offered to accommodate our St. Christopher Parish 
Family if your first choice is not available. 

   

Step 1: Click here to Read and Agree to 
"Returning to Worship: Important Information" 

   

Step 2: Click here to "Pre-Register for Services" 
  

*Please note that unless you pre-register, you will not be permitted to 

enter into the Church. We cannot accommodate walk-ins at this time. 
 

 
  

https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/20281/documents/2020/5/St.%20Christopher%20Important%20Information-2.pdf
https://ec-prod-sites.s3.amazonaws.com/20281/documents/2020/5/St.%20Christopher%20Important%20Information-2.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050d4ca4a62fa4fe3-welcome


 

 

 

Click Image for Online Giving  

 

 

For questions, please email communications@sainchristopherhoc.org 

or call the church office at (770) 347-7729. 

Click here  for Online Giving Instructions 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
mailto:communications@sainchristopherhoc.org
https://mcusercontent.com/24b242fbda61af617e00ee4ca/files/27a3d9e3-b273-4a8c-aa53-f76b90ab4d42/Instructions_for_Online_Giving_.pdf
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbYoUfLTobdYdtFTFcQ7py_CXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx2nExef1vgjFCGA94_ZVJ4Q=&ver=3
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/calendar


 

 

   Click image to view our parish calendar 
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