
 

 
Sunday, September 6, 2020 

 
St. John of Kronstadt wrote the “Homily on the Nativity of the 
Theotokos” appearing on the back cover. We will celebrate this 
Feast on Tuesday, September 8th. The sermon is reprinted from 
www.johnsanidopoulos.com.         +Fr. George Tsahakis 
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ON THIS DAY, THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, 
THE CHURCH COMMEMORATES The Commemoration of the 
Miracle Wrought by Archangel Michael in Colossae (Chonae) 
and Holy Martyr Calodote. Through their holy intercessions, O 
God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services 
in person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video 
streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided 
everyone. We appreciate your kind understanding that our church is 
beginning phase one of the re-opening of our doors. Fr. George is deeply 
appreciative to you and all who are assisting during worship services.  

 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 
 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Fourth Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your resurrection 
was proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the 
curse that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been 
vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world 
with His great mercy. 
 
3. Hymn for the Miracle Wrought by Archangel Michael – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. O Chief Commander of the heavenly armies, 
we the unworthy now entreat you in earnest, to fortify us by your 
supplications to the Lord, and shelter us beneath the wings of your spiritual 
glory, guarding us who run to you and fervently entreat you: As the 
Commander of the hosts on high, rescue us faithful from dangers of every 
kind. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by 
your intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos – (Hymnal-pp.228-231): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Your holy birth delivered Joachim and Anna 
from the reproach of childlessness and liberated Adam and Eve from death’s 
corruption, O Pure One. Thus free from the stain of sin, we, your people, 
honor your birth, crying out to you: A woman thought barren brings forth 
the Theotokos who nourishes Christ our life.  
 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, 
but that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 



Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Mark 16:1-8) 
When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. 
And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away 
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they 
saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, 
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do 
not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 
He has been raised; He is not here. Look, there is the place they laid Him. 
But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see Him, just as He told you." So they went out and fled from 
the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing 
to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
Epistle Reading During Divine Liturgy (1 Cor. 16:13-24) 
1Cor. 16:13   Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.   
14 Let all that you do be done in love.   15 Now, brothers and sisters, you 
know that members of the household of Stephanas were the first converts in 
Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints;   16 I 
urge you to put yourselves at the service of such people, and of everyone 
who works and toils with them.   17 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and 
Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence;   18 
for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. So give recognition to such 
persons.   19 The churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, 
together with the church in their house, greet you warmly in the Lord.   20 
All the brothers and sisters send greetings. Greet one another with a holy 
kiss.   21 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.   22 Let anyone be 
accursed who has no love for the Lord. Our Lord, come!   23 The grace of 
the Lord Jesus be with you.   24 My love be with all of you in Christ Jesus. 
 
Gospel Reading During Divine Liturgy (Matthew 21:33-42) 
Matt. 21:33  “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.   34 



When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect 
his produce.   35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed 
another, and stoned another.   36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the 
first; and they treated them in the same way.   37 Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’   38 But when the tenants saw the 
son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get 
his inheritance.’   39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him.   40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do 
to those tenants?”   41 They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 
miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the harvest time.”   42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes?’”  
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE 
(TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY):   

“Let the beauty of the LORD our GOD be upon us, and establish 
the work of our hands for us.” 
                                                            (Psalm 90:17) 

 

PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 

There is a huge industry in modern society producing products that are “time 
savers.” We all recognize that time in busy lives needs to be used productively, 
so “saving time” has a natural appeal to busy people. I have been impressed 
by how time management and productivity experts have changed their focus 
over the last 20 years from a notion of management and scientific 
examination of using time to a more spiritual understanding of time used in 
living lives. 
 
Years ago, time management emphasized setting goals and keeping track of 
how those goals were met. It was a “to-do” list with time slots. Theoretically, 
over the course of weeks of keeping track of how time was used, a pattern 
would develop, and people could make adjustments toward efficiency. Sure, 
we could all do more things in a day if we carried a stopwatch around and 



worked on beating yesterday's time. We could achieve world record speeds in 
consuming our coffee and donuts with enough determination and practice. 
 
Lately, however, time management experts have concluded that “to-do” lists 
also need to have “not-to-do” features. Time management has begun to 
examine the habits and attributes of highly productive people. Lately it has 
become very important not only to “save time” but also to “make time.” 
 
Stephen Covey in his book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People tells 
how important it is to live from the inside out. Outside success never 
guarantees inner happiness. Covey shares a story about a Sunday morning on 
the subway in New York City. He was sitting in a seat reading his paper along 
with a few other people in a mostly empty subway car, when a man with 
several children boarded. The man was silent and slumped over, with his 
elbows on his knees looking at the floor while his children loudly ran up and 
down the car. 
 
The adults on the car were at first unsettled, but after a few stops, the visible 
level of agitation grew. People were not able to “use” their time reading or 
even thinking quiet thoughts. Finally, Covey decided he needed to do 
something. He approached the man and said, “Sir, your children are really 
disturbing a lot of people. I wonder if you couldn’t control them a little more?” 
 
The man lifted his head and said. “Oh, you’re right. I guess I should do 
something about it. We just came from the hospital where their mother died 
about an hour ago. I don't know what to think and I guess they don't know 
how to handle it either.” 
 
Suddenly, a man intent on reading his paper as a prudent use of time was 
jerked from “saving” time on the train to “making” time to be with a stranger 
and his children. 
 
And I ask you, which do you think is most memorable? Reading the paper or 
that conversation? 
 



Each day, we have an opportunity to manage our time in a way that is either 
“task-oriented” or as “a gift from God.” Without realizing it, we daily confront 
exciting intersections of “holy” time and “work” time. Simply put, I challenge 
you to contrast “getting something done” versus “spending time with people.” 
Consider the wonderful opportunity we gain when we surrender and allow 
God to give us new and beneficial insights in our unique and unexpected daily 
experiences. 
 
Much of our focus in the Church is oriented to offering our time and talents to 
God for the benefit of His Kingdom and sharing His salvation with all we 
encounter. While we seek to make the world a place where our children are 
safe and our neighbors have the dignity of human rights, we likewise strive to 
make our world peaceful and free of disease or hunger. 
 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to remember that before we can 
act, we must open ourselves to be acted upon. The God of our salvation is the 
God of the Exodus, the God of the Cross, and the God of the Resurrection – 
acting in unimaginable ways in creation for our benefit. 
 
Let us identify with Jesus’ Disciples who needed to spend time with Him. We 
also can identify with the crowds coming to see Jesus the miracle worker. As 
Christians, we should realize that God gives us enough time to pray, enough 
time to work, enough time to play, enough time to reflect, and enough time to 
just be. In short, we all can claim the benefit of some “Jesus time.” 
 
When we draw apart from the demands of the world and claim the time God 
gives us, then we begin to understand what the crowds sought in Jesus. When 
we serve in our Lord’s Holy Church and when we claim and witness God's love 
and presence in our lives, then His blessings pour forth in miraculous ways. Let 
us learn to claim the blessings that God has given us . . . in His time and not 
simply in hours, minutes, and seconds. 

“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times in all ways. 
The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thess. 3:16) 

 



Today is “Parish Thanksgiving Sunday”  
 

… the custom of offering the Five Loaves monthly 

reminds us of the generosity and multiplication of the 

gifts of fish and bread that our Lord multiplied and 

shared with all present. Through this Orthodox 

Service, we return thanksgiving to God for multiplying 

our own gifts and hence, the icon of this miracle has 

been selected as our logo for “Parish Thanksgiving 

Sunday”… the first Sunday of every month! 
 

Thanks to Pat & Alec MacDougall for 

offering the five Artos (loaves of 

bread) in thanksgiving for their 51st 

wedding anniversary, their son Phil 

and his wife’s 10th wedding 

anniversary, and for Becky & 

Stephen Butler’s 51st wedding 

anniversary. They also offered the bread for the health and welfare of 

our parishioners as well as God’s blessings in our lives this month. 
 

Likewise, today we thank God and celebrate Name Days, Birthdays, 

Wedding Anniversaries, and other special occasions that occurred 

recently or will occur during the month of September. Congratulations 

to everyone celebrating their special events today and thanks to all who 

offered our parish their gifts for God to use and multiply. 



"Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Be sure to 
check our status for updates and photos. 

 
On this the 822nd Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each of 
you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, women 
and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will 
experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build 
His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 

 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, September 6 (13th Sunday of St. Matthew): 
  7:45 am Orthros Service  
  9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
10:15 am Thanksgiving Sunday – Blessing of Five Loaves &  
  September Commemorations 
  3:00 pm Sunday Adult Religious Education Discussion 
 

 

Today Fr. George concludes his special adult religious education 
series to enhance our understanding of the stewardship of our 

world that God entrusted to us. 
 

 
 

Click for Adult Lesson for Sunday, September 6, 2020 

Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 
 

 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2020/8/Adult%20Religious%20Education%20Lesson%20for%209.6.20.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


 
We solemnly celebrate, dear brothers and sisters, the Nativity of the Most Holy Virgin Mary from her barren 
parents, pious Joachim and Anna. The Holy Church established this feast during the first centuries of the 
Christian Faith. The event that we celebrate—the birth of the God-Chosen maiden—brought joy to all the 
world, for the God-man, Jesus Christ, Who shone forth from Her, destroyed God’s curse which weighed 
heavily upon the transgressing and accursed human race, and brought God’s blessing upon it; having trampled 
down inherent death, He gave people eternal life. Thus the Holy Church explains the cause of the present joy. 
 
The parents of the Ever-Virgin sorrowed long over their barrenness; they prayed long and fervently to the Lord 
that He loose this barrenness, which was considered a punishment from God for sins. They gave much alms in 
order to incline the mercy of the All-Merciful, endured the reproach of their countrymen, and through this 
sorrow and ceaseless prayer and good works, they gradually purified their spirits, and burned ever greater 
with love and dedication to God, thus being prepared by God’s Providence to give blessed birth to the Most 
Blessed Daughter, chosen out of all people to be the Mother of the Incarnate Word. 
 
The Lord leads His chosen ones to glory by a narrow and sorrowful path; for even She, the Mother of God 
according to the flesh, received the prophecy of Symeon that a sword shall pierce Her soul, and She will 
experience heavy sorrows in her soul during Her Son’s suffering life, that the thoughts of many hearts may be 
revealed (Lk. 2:34–35). The path of all God’s chosen is thus sorrowful and narrow, for the world and the prince 
of this world—that is, the enemy of God and people, extremely presses the people of God. The Lord Himself 
allows them to go by the narrow way, inasmuch as He enables them to strive for God and put all their hope in 
Him. 
 
But let us turn our gaze from the sorrow to the joy. What joy does the Nativity of the Mother of God bring us? 
Let us explain in more detail the Church hymn which explains the meaning of this feast’s joy. Through the birth 
of the Ever-Virgin, through Her only-begotten Son and God, cursed and outcast mankind makes peace with 
God Who is immeasurably offended by man’s sins, for Christ became the mediator of this peace (cf. Rom. 
5:10-11). Man is freed from the curse and eternal death, made worthy of the blessing of the Heavenly Father; 
he is united and co-mingled with the Divine nature; he is raised to his first inheritance by this co-mingling, 
according to the Church hymn. Mankind, once an outcast, has been made worthy of sonship to the Heavenly 
Father, received the promise of the glorious resurrection and eternal life in the heavens together with the 
angels. 
 
This has all been and is being wrought by the Son of God incarnate from the Most Pure Virgin from the Holy 
Spirit, and by the intercession of His Most Pure Mother. How honored and magnified is mankind through the 
Holy Virgin Mother of God, for it has been made worthy of renewal and sonship by God; She Herself was made 
worthy by Her immeasurable humility and exceedingly great purity and holiness to be the Mother of the God-
man! She is ever the most powerful Intercessor for the Christian race before Her Son and God! She is our Hope 
unashamed; She turns away from us the dark cloud of God’s righteous wrath, opens to us the ancient paradise 
by Her powerful intercessions; She upholds the thrones of kings, and preserves them unshakeable to the ages. 
She has saved Russia thousands of times and continues to save her; She has made her strong, glorified her, 
established her, and continues to do so; She is the Surety of Sinners for salvation. To Her do Christians direct 
their numberless prayers, requests, and praises, doxologies and thanksgiving; She has worked and continues 
to work miracles without number in the Church, to the ends of the world. 
 
Let us brightly celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Most Pure Virgin Mary, adorning ourselves with all the 
Christian virtues. 
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