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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, July 12, 2020 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, WE COMMEMORATE 
Proclus & Hilary the Martyrs of Ancyra; Our Holy Father Michael of 
Maleinus; Gerasimos of Byzantium and Akakios the young ascetic; Paisios 
the Athonite; Veronica, the woman with the issue of blood who was healed by 
Jesus; & Andre the Commander & his Companion Martyrs. Through their 
holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 
 

Thank You for Your Understanding 
We welcome our parishioners who pre-registered and are attending services in 
person today and we also welcome those who are viewing our online video 
streaming at home. Let us comply with the guidelines we have provided everyone. 
We appreciate your kind understanding that our church is beginning phase one of 

http://www.atlanta.goarch.org/
http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/


the re-opening of our doors. Fr. George is deeply appreciative to you and all who 
are assisting during worship services.  
 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Fourth Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.110-113): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The joyful news of Your resurrection was 
proclaimed by the angel to the women disciples. Having thrown off the curse 
that fell on Adam, they ran elatedly to tell the apostles: Death has been 
vanquished; Christ our God is risen from the dead, blessing all the world with 
His great mercy. 
 
3. Hymn for St. Paisios – (not in Hymnal): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: The offspring of Farasa, and the 
adornment of Athos, and the imitator of the former righteous, equal in honor, 
O Paisios let us honor O faithful, the vessel full of graces, who hastens 
speedily to those who cry out: glory to Him Who gave you strength, glory to 
Him Who crowned you, glory to Him Who grants through you healings for 
all. 
 
4. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
5. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 
faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore our 
entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you 
in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, 
O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 
 
 



SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Luke 24:12-35) 
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen 
cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. Now on 
that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had 
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus Himself came near and 
went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing Him. And He said to 
them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They 
stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 
Him, "Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have taken place there in these days?" He asked them, "What things?" They 
replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders 
handed Him over to be condemned to death and crucified Him. But we had 
hoped that He was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now 
the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not 
find His body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that He was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see 
Him." Then He said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into His glory?" Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, He interpreted to them the things 
about Himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they 
were going, He walked ahead as if He were going on. But they urged Him 
strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 
nearly over." So He went in to stay with them. When He was at the table with 
them, He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. They 
said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He was talking 



to us on the road, while He was opening the Scriptures to us?" That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. They were saying, "The Lord has risen indeed, 
and He has appeared to Simon!" Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how He had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
Epistle Reading (Romans 10:1-10) 
Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them is that they 
may be saved. I can testify that they have a zeal for God, but it is not enlightened. 
For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to 
establish their own, they have not submitted to God’s righteousness. For Christ 
is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 
believes. Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, 
that “the person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness 
that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 
heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The 
word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that 
we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth 
and so is saved. 
 
Gospel Reading for Today (Matthew 8:28-9:1) 
When He came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs 
coming out of the tombs met Him. They were so fierce that no one could pass that 
way. Suddenly they shouted, “What have You to do with us, Son of God? Have 
You come here to torment us before the time?” Now a large herd of swine was 
feeding at some distance from them. The demons begged Him, “If You cast us 
out, send us into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go!” So they came 
out and entered the swine; and suddenly, the whole herd rushed down the steep 
bank into the sea and perished in the water. The swineherds ran off, and on 
going into the town, they told the whole story about what had happened to the 
demoniacs. Then the whole town came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw 
Him, they begged Him to leave their neighborhood. And after getting into a boat 
He crossed the sea and came to His own town. 



 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 
me.”   (Psalm 51:10) 
 

 
 

  "Follow" & "Like" our Facebook page. Check for updates and photos. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Christopher-Hellenic-Orthodox-Church/373678099332029?rf=168609899820640�


PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
 
 

“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience.” 
(Colossians 3:12) 

 
This week I received an email from a businessman who explained 
he recently added a recurring item to his daily “to do” list. Each 
day his list reminds him to “Call Somebody, Say Something Nice.” 
 
I know many of you have shared with me that you have been 
doing this during the pandemic crisis. I commend you for trying 
to see how our family and friends are doing. What if we set a goal 
each day to call just one person to check on and let them talk? 
Social and physical distancing are keeping us disconnected. 
Calling those we might not have seen recently helps us get 
reconnected.  
 
Beginning today, I hope you will pick up the phone and call one 
person you have not seen recently. Say something nice. If they do 
not answer, leave a voicemail. Perhaps they will call you back and 
if not, I suspect your call will make them feel good. You will, too. 
 

“Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness 
will find life and honor.” 

(Proverbs 21:21) 
 



 
 



 



TODAY’S ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LESSON 
 

 

 
Editor’s Note:  I would like to thank Galina Koleva for introducing me to the life story of 

one of the newest Orthodox martyrs, St. Evgenii Rodionov. If alive today he would be 

only two years younger than Galina. I thank her for translating this account of his life 

and martyrdom from Russian and Bulgarian sources into English for us to study during 

our adult religious education lesson on Sunday afternoon, June 12, 2020. Galina mused 

that “St. Evgenii is confirmation that our Church continues to give birth to saints even 

today… and that each one of us is a potential saint.” His family and friends called him 

“Jenya” for short in Russian just as we say “Gene” for Eugene in English. His Greek Name 

is Eugenios. His mother’s name Lyubov means love! Through the prayers of St. Evgenii, 

may God grant us strength and courage to persevere for our salvation and everlasting 

life and to love our Lord Jesus Christ always. – Fr. George Tsahakis, 7.7.20 
 

Click here to Read Adult Religious Education Lesson for July 12, 2020 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/20281/documents/2020/7/Fr.%20George%20Message%20for%20Weekly%207.10.20.pdf


On this the 814th Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish community, we continue to thank each 
of you for your presence and support. Although it may seem like we are just a handful of men, 
women and children, if we commit ourselves to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
will experience the miracle of growth as the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us 
build His new church in the Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

COMMUNITY SCHEDULE  (CHECK WEB CALENDAR FOR MORE…) 
 

Sunday, July 12 (Fifth Sunday of St. Matthew):  
7:45 am Orthros Service  
 

9:00 am Divine Liturgy 
 

4:00 pm Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour & Adult Religious  
                  Education Discussion (from 4:00 – 5:00 pm) 
 

 
 

Sunday, July 12, 2020, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
  

1. Click here for reading we will discuss 
 

2. Click here to join Zoom Conference Call 
 

Your continued support and mutual encouragement 
are essential and appreciated! 

 

https://www.goarch.org/-/the-upbringing-of-children-according-to-the-holy-fathers-of-the-church
https://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/documents/2020/7/Fr.%20George%20Message%20for%20Weekly%207.10.20.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83553907847


Sunday of the Holy Fathers – July 12, 2020 
Today is the Feast Day of Elder Paisios (pictured on the cover). He was canonized a saint on 
January 13, 2015. His spiritual guidance continues to offer peace and consolation to those 
who seek his prayers. He is deemed a “Wonderworker” because his prayers have resulted in 
miraculous healings to many – both during his lifetime and after his falling asleep in the 
Lord. In response, I share the following sayings from his pastoral witness.     +Fr. George Tsahakis 
 
“Do not believe your thoughts, neither when they tell you that you are terrible, nor when they tell 
you that you are a saint.” 
 
“Thoughts are like airplanes flying in the air. If you ignore them, there is no problem. If you pay 
attention to them, you create an airport inside your head and permit them to land!” 
 
“Live simply and without thinking too much, like a child with his father. Faith without too much 
thinking works wonders. The logical mind hinders the Grace of God and miracles. Practice patience 
without judging with the logical mind.” 
 
“The goal is to rise spiritually, not simply to avoid sin.” 
 
“So in every test, let us say: ‘Thank you, my God, because this was needed for my salvation.’” 
  
“When there is a respect for small things, there will be an even greater respect towards the bigger 
things. When there is no respect for small things, then neither will there be for the bigger ones. This 
is how the Fathers maintained Tradition.” 
 
“We have the power of the Holy Cross, our holy symbol, the divine grace of Christ, only as long as we 
have the holy marking of the Holy Baptism, meaning we have denied the devil and sided with Christ, 
and received the Holy Marking, the seal of the Gift of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In closing, I share two additional observations from Bishops in Greece on his Feast Day in 2017: 
 

“St. Paisios was the saint of the dispirited [hopeless] and of sinners.” 
 

“St. Paisios is the response to those who question the presence of God.” 
 

Through the prayers of Elder Paisios to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
may all who suffer in body and spirit come to know and accept God’s 
love, forgiveness, healing, and restoration. Amen! 
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