
 

St. Christopher Hellenic Orthodox Church  
313 Dividend Drive, Suite 210  

Peachtree City, Georgia  30269 

Phone: 770.487.0078        Website: www.saintchristopherhoc.org 

Very Rev. Fr. George J. Tsahakis, Pastor 

George Psihountas, President, Parish Council 

ñShare the Spiritò Weekend 

Page 1 

June 2014 

Saturday, June 7 ð Monday, June 9, 2014  
Three  Daysé Three  Eventsé Celebrating our Faith, Family, and the Fruit of the Spirit!  

 
(Each day, we invite YOU to the Divine Liturgy and then to pursue what the Orthodox Church 

believes about our FAITH, FAMILY, and the FRUIT of the HOLY SPIRIT.)  
 

[Faith + Family = Fruit (& Fun)]! 
 

Do we possess the fruit of the Holy Spirit?  
 
Can someone coming into our personal lives to visit for the first time 
recognize these traits in us?  
 

To refresh  Godõs Spirit within us, I invite you to join our special òWeekend of 

the Holy Spirit,ó June 7 ð 9th , 2014. Before you persuade yourself that you 
are too busy to join us, consider what  you will miss!  

 

FOCUS ON  FAITH  
Session 1 -  Saturday, June 7, 2014  

 

Join us with your family and our parishioners of all ages following Saturday 

morningõs Divine Liturgy/Memorial Service and breakfasté for activity, 
fellowship, and growth in our Orthodox Faith as we learn more about the 
Holy Spirit and the transformation that takes place in us through Godõs 
Spirit.  This session will NOT be a lecture, but rather will allow participants 

to work actively with one another to understand more about the Holy 
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Spirit and our relationship with the Triune God. This two -hour session will be led by our Metropolis 
of Atlanta Youth Coordinator, Julie Moricz, a dynamic, engaging, and inspiring teacher.  
 

FOCUS ON  FAMILY  
Session 2 ð Sunday, June 8, 2014  

 

Join us after our community luncheon as Paula Marchman Lekas, Director of the Metropolis of 
Atlanta Family Life Ministry Office offers an informative afternoon enriching our parish families on 
Celebrating Godõs Gift of Matrimony. Paula will challenge us to stretch upwards and bring God into 

the forefront of our lives. The parish will offer baby -sitting services if needed.  Session components 
include:  
§ Three essential elements for creating solid ground for your marriage. These elements have the 

potential to set the foundation on which couples can stand to not only endure, but to thrive 

through any challenges they may face in life.  

 

§ Taking time to nurture your marriage in a creative ethos and deepen 

your understanding of one another and yourself.  

 

§ Honoring the process of helping each other on the journey to 

salvation and growing towards oneness through effective 

communication and connection.  

 

§ Dynamic discussions on the characteristics and respectful boundaries 

in a sound marriage.  

 

§ Awareness of Humility, Forgiveness and Reconciliation in Marriage  

What others are saying about the Family Life Ministry's Marriage Seminars  
 
 òJust like you have Christ in the center of your spiritual life, you need to have Christ in the center 
of your marriage. This seminar even gave practical tips in how to do that.ó 
 
òThey talked about the importance of forgiveness in your marriage and what that means in 
relationships.ó 
 
òAfter a few years of marriage you get into a routine; we just wanted to get a different perspective 
on how to handle things.ó 
 
òé.this seminar renewed my joy in being marriedéó  
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Focus on Fruit (& Fun for all ages)  
Session 3 -  Monday, June 9, 2014  

After our early morning Divine Liturgy, join us with your entire family (and children) after our family 

breakfast for an inspiring day at The Farm at Serenbe (Chattahoochee Hills, GA) where over 100 

farm animals live. There are several miles of trails, three streams, two waterfalls, and a lake.  

 

In teaching our families about the FRUIT possible through FAITH and 

FAMILY, Fr. George, Julie Moricz, Ethel Gjerde (former Cathedral of 
Atlanta Youth Advisor), and Katie Wilson (St. Christopher Philoptochos 
President)  will offer a FUN day using interactive activities, fellowship, a 

hayride, and a picnic, to highlight the òFRUIT of the Holy Spiritó: 

 

 Love ð do we love each other, and do we love those who are different from us? Do we love and 

welcome visitors, no matter who they are? Do we try to make their acquaintance, so that we 

can love them? Do we put their comfort above our own?  

 

Goodness ð St. Peter tells us (2 Peter 1:5) to support our faith with goodness and goodness 

with knowledge. Our salvation is the result of Godõs goodness. Likewise, other persons should 

benefit as a result of our goodness. Our mission work should clearly show our faith in Godõs 

goodness.  

 

Peace ð Is there peace between us and peace within us? Can someone tell by being with us, 

that we have a peaceful soul, based upon God as the source of all that we have?  

 

Faithfulness  ð Is our steadfastness to Christ's Church based upon an enduring loyalty that is 

true to God no matter how we feel about our Priest, the Metropolis, the Archdiocese, the 

Parish Council, Philoptochos, the choir or chantors, or any other facet of our parish family?  

Visit the St. Christopherõs Online Parish Calendar at  

www.saintchristopherhoc.org/Calendar.php  

for up -to -the -minute details about upcoming events and services!  
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Gentleness ð  Do we exhibit care and protection for all of God's creation? Are we gentle with 

the environment, with each other, and with ourselves?  

 

Joy  ð Do we look joyously to the outsider? Do we feel joy 

inside? True joy in being a child of God should be able to 

override all unhappiness and bitterness we feel, and should be 

reflected in our total involvement in our worship.  

 

Kindness ð This action word can be directed outwardly or 

inwardly. Do we show compassion and generosity to others and 

ourselves?  

 

Patience  ð How many of us are willing to let others (and ourselves) come along at each oneõs 

own pace? How many of us can forgive seven times seventy?  

 

Self - Control  ð This is one of the hardest and may include all of the others. This requires an 

inner discipline only manageable with the grace of Godõs Holy Spirit to sustain us in our trials. 

Do we constantly pray for help in this area, and constantly call on God to help us? If not, we 

should. Is the Spirit of God here?  

 

With the Ascension of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the gathering of believers in Jerusalem, and the 
identification of an Apostle to replace Judas (Matthias), the stage was set for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, an event that has been promised again and again but one that still comes with startling 
force.  As fascinating as the scene depicting the Holy Spiritõs arrival is (Acts 2:1-13), St. Luke does 

not dwell on the mechanics of the manifestation, instead, the Feast of Holy Pentecost serves largely 

to introduce the Holy Spiritõs work in our midst. 

 

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit empowered St. Peter to speak and enabled amazing growth in the Early 

Churchõs size and conduct. St. Peterõs speech (Acts 2:14-40) occupies a pivotal place in the Scripture 

of St. Luke and the Book of Acts, because it interprets what has already 

happened in the death and resurrection of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ, and 

because they offer essential clues for understanding what was about to 

unfold in Jerusalem and beyond.  

 

As we anticipate the Feast of Pentecost on Sunday, June 8 th , and the Feast 
of the Holy Spirit on Monday, June 9 th , let us consider that the Fathers of 
the Church used various illustrations to explain the Holy Trinity whom we 
remember .  
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