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January 30, 2009


HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS` MESSAGE OF THE FEAST DAY OF THE THREE HIERARCHS
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As we celebrate the Feast Day of the Three Hierarchs, as we venerate St. Gregory, St. Basil and St. John Chrysostom, we are also celebrating the vision of unity, and honoring the Greek knowledge, philosophy and education that they loved. One of the great gifts of these wise and holy saints was to interpret the Bible in such a way that it could be understood by the people of their times. Their writings are a precious legacy of which we are still proud. 

Thus we have the great tradition of education that is uniquely ours as Orthodox Hellenes. We have seen the fruits of this tradition flourish in our Holy and God-protected Metropolis of Atlanta in our many wonderful parochial and charter schools, as well as our Greek language programs.

In this way, we pay tribute to our heritage both as Hellenes and Orthodox Christians, but we also honor our tradition of Greek letters, specifically St. John Chrysostom, with our annual Oratorical Festival, which takes place first in our communities, then on a district level and then at the Metropolis level, April 3-5, hosted by our Holy Trinity Cathedral family in New Orleans.

I urge all our clergy to share information about this wonderful event with their Parish communities, encouraging all our young people to participate.

For by doing so, we honor not only these great saints, but also the beauty and the legacy of our Greek Orthodox Faith and vision.
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