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Liturgical Guide for Sunday, June 28, 2009 
 

ON THIS DAY, THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ST. MATTHEW, WE COMMEMORATE the 
Finding of the Holy Relics of Cyrus and John the Holy Wonder-Workers and 
Unmercenaries (+412); Holy Martyr Pappias; Righteous Fathers Sergius and 
Herman, Founders of Valaam Monastery; Synaxis of the Icon of our Most Holy 
Lady the Theotokos "Of the Three Hands."; and Paul the Physician of Corinth. 
Through their holy intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen. 

 

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Mission Parish! 
We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register (near 
the entrance) if you are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s 
development. We want to keep you informed of our schedule and location of 
services. You and your family are welcome; we look forward to knowing you. We 
invite you and your family to join and assist us often! 
 

http://www.saintchristopherhoc.org/
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=102&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=102&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2340&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2340&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2339&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2339&type=saints


Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in 
canonical good standing may approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to 
partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts") distributed at the conclusion of 
today’s Divine Liturgy. 
 
SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE 

 

1./2. Resurrectional Hymn (Second Tone) – (Hymnal-pp.102-105): 
It is sung before and after the Small Entrance: When You descended into death, Life 
immortal, You vanquished the power of hell by your resplendent divinity, and 
when You raised the dead from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly 
powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You. 
 
3. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see handout): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance. Made comely with garments woven from your 
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O 
famed Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you 
chant, singing the thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your 
intercessions with God, save us, your servants. 
 
4. Kontakion – (Hymnal-pp.224-227): 
It is sung after the Small Entrance: O unfailing protection of Christians, and our 
faithful advocate before the Creator: though we are sinners, do not ignore our 
entreaty; but in your goodness, grant your timely help to us who appeal to you 
in faith. Quickly make intercession; on our behalf make speedy supplication, 
O Theotokos, for you always protect those who honor you. 
 

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY 
 

The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in books, but 
that we might engrave them on our hearts.               – St. John Chrysostom 
 
Gospel Reading During Orthros Service (Mark 16:9-20) 
Now after He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to 
Mary Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons. She went out 
and told those who had been with Him, while they were mourning and 



weeping. But when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her, 
they would not believe it. After this He appeared in another form to two of 
them, as they were walking into the country. And they went back and told the 
rest, but they did not believe them. Later He appeared to the eleven 
themselves as they were sitting at the table; and He upbraided them for their 
lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw 
Him after He had risen. And He said to them, "Go into all the world and 
proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 
And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using My name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes 
in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they 
will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover." So then the Lord Jesus, 
after He had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the 
right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed the good news 
everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by 
the signs that accompanied it. Amen. 
 
Epistle Reading (Romans 5:1-10) 
5Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through Whom we have obtained access to this grace 
in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 
3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves His love for 
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely 
then, now that we have been justified by His blood, will we be saved through 
Him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were 



reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more surely, having 
been reconciled, will we be saved by His life.  
 
Gospel Reading (Matthew 6:22-33) 
22“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 
will be full of light; 23but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full 
of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
24“No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love 
the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth. 5“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you 
will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of 
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can 
any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do 
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they 
neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will 
we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S MEMORY VERSE (TRY TO COMMIT TO MEMORY): 
 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. Amen.”   (Mt. 28:19-20)  

 



PASTORAL REFLECTION FROM FR. GEORGE: 
Many labor under the wrong concept of success. This is the idea of achieving possessions, 
status, power. A person’s self-image is measured by what he or she earns of possesses, by 
what he or she social can do or economically control. However, the Saints teach another 
radically different concept of success based on faithfulness and discipleship. True success 
is measured by the depth of one’s personal communion with God, concern for the salvation 
of souls, and the advancement of the Kingdom. A truly successful person is a saint – one 
who seeks wholeness in God, who strives to grow in the image of Christ, who finds 
fulfillment and happiness in loving and serving others for God’s glory.  
 
On this the two hundred and seventy-sixth Sunday of our St. Christopher’s parish 
community, we continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it 
may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves 
to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as 
the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the 
Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God! 
 

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday, June 28 (Third Sunday of St. Matthew):  

7:30 a.m. Orthros Service  

8:45 a.m. 40 Day Service of Churching - Angela & Sophia Ann Miles  

9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy/Doxology for July 4th/ Memorial Service - Emanual Ellinas   

10:30 a.m. Lenten Community Luncheon for all parishioners in memory of Emanual 
Ellinas offered by his family. May his memory be eternal.  

11:30 a.m. GOYA Meeting/12:00 p.m. Hellenic Dance Practice  

Monday, June 29 (Feast of Ss. Peter & Paul):  

FR. GEORGE WILL REPRESENT OUR PARISH AT ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, in SAVANNAH, GA, FOR ITS 
NAME DAY SERVICES SUNDAY EVENING AND MONDAY, 6/28-29. (NO SERVICES IN PTC TONIGHT.)   

Tuesday, June 30:  

7:00 p.m. Turner Stadium, Atlanta, GA - GOYA Baseball Outing for Goyans, their friends, 
and advisors  

Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated! 
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