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Liturgical Guide for Thursday, May 8, 2014
ON THIS DAY, THE EVE OF THE FEAST, WE COMMEMORATE the Holy
Prophet Isaiah; Holy Martyr Christopher of Lycea, whose name our parish
bears; Monk-martyr Nicholas who lived in Vuneni, of Larissa in Thessaly;
and Epimachos the New Martyr of Alexandria. Through their holy
intercessions, O God, have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

Welcome, Visitors and Newcomers, to our Parish!
We invite you to enter your name, mail/email addresses in our Guest Register (near the entrance) if you
are interested in joining and assisting with our mission’s development. We want to keep you informed of
our schedule and location of services. You and your family are welcome; we look forward to knowing
you. We invite you and your family to join and assist us often!
Please consider that only baptized and chrismated Orthodox Christians in canonical good standing may
approach for Holy Communion. All are invited to partake of the Antidoron ("instead of the gifts")
distributed at the conclusion of today’s Divine Liturgy.

SPECIAL HYMNS SUNG BEFORE/AFTER SMALL ENTRANCE
1./2./11. Hymn for the Feast of Pascha (our Lord's passover from death to life):
Sung three times after the opening of the Divine Liturgy, before the Small Entrance, and
after the distribution of Holy Communion: Christ is risen from the dead, by death,
trampling down upon death, and to those in the tombs He has granted life.
3. Small Entrance Exclamation of the Priest:
On the occasion of today’s feast, the Priest intones the following at the Small Entrance: “In
your choirs, bless the Lord, you of Israel’s wellspring. Save us, O Son of God, who did rise
from the dead, we sing to You: Alleluia!”
4. Resurrectional Hymn - Second Tone – (Hymnal-pp.102-105):
Sung after the Small Entrance: When You descended into death, Life immortal, You
vanquished the power of hell by Your resplendent divinity, and when You raised the dead
from the depths of darkness, all the heavenly powers cried out triumphantly: O giver of life,
Christ our God, glory to You.
5. Hymn from Sunday of Myrrh Bearers – (Hymnal-pp.158-161):
Sung after the Small Entrance: The noble Joseph took Your most pure Body down from the
tree. He wrapped it in clean linen, anointed it with spices, and placed it in a new tomb. But
on the third day, You rose, O Lord, bestowing on all the world Your great mercy.
6. Another Hymn from Myrrh Bearers Sunday– (Hymnal-pp.162-165):
Sung after the Small Entrance: The Angel stood by the tomb and cried out to the myrrhbearing women: Myrrh would be fitting to anoint the dead, but Christ has shown Himself to
be free from corruption. Therefore, proclaim that the Lord is risen, bestowing on all the
world His great mercy.
7. Hymn Commemorating St. Christopher – (see music distributed):
It is sung after the Small Entrance: Made comely with garments woven from your
venerable blood, you stand before the Lord, the King of Heaven and earth, O famed
Martyr Christopher. With the choirs of Angels and the Martyrs you chant, singing the
thrice-holy hymn and most awesome praises. Thus, by your intercessions with God, save
us, your servants.
8. Kontakion of Pascha – (Hymnal-pp.274-277):
Sung after the Small Entrance: Into the grave You descended, Immortal One, yet You
destroyed the power of Hades, and as victor You arose, O Christ our God; You proclaimed
to the Myrrh Bearing Women a greeting of joy, You brought peace to Your Holy Apostles,
and to the fallen You granted resurrection.
9. Megalynarion (Hymn to the Theotokos) – (Hymnal-pp.304-307):
Today , the following hymn is sung instead of "Axion Estin" or "Truly it is proper to call
you blessed...": The Angel cried out to the woman full of grace: Rejoice, O Pure Virgin;

again I say, rejoice, for your Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. Shine, shine, O
new Jerusalem, for the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. Exult and be glad, O Zion.
Be radiant, pure Theotokos, in the resurrection of your Son.
10. Communion Hymn – (Hymnal-pp.318-319):
On the occasion of today’s feast, the following hymn is sung instead of “Aineite” or
“Praise the Lord”: Receive the Body of Christ; drink from the font of immortality.

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES FROM TODAY'S ORTHROS & DIVINE LITURGY
The Scriptures were not given us for this only, that we might have them in
books, but that we might engrave them on our hearts. – St. John Chrysostom

Epistle Reading (Acts 8:40, 9:1-18)
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But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea. 9Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way,
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?” 5He asked, “Who are You, Lord?”
The reply came, “I am Jesus, Whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no
one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.
9
For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10Now there
was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a
man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in
a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he
might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem;
14
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have

chosen to bring My name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of
Israel; 16I Myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of My
name.” 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul
and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, Who appeared to you on your way
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and
his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized,
Gospel Reading (John 4:48-54)
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Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not
believe.” 49The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy
dies.” 50Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the
word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. 51As he was going down,
his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. 52So he asked them
the hour when he began to recover, and they said to him, “Yesterday at one in
the afternoon the fever left him.” 53The father realized that this was the hour
when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself believed,
along with his whole household. 54Now this was the second sign that Jesus did
after coming from Judea to Galilee.
On this the eleventh commemoration of the Feast Day of our St. Christopher parish
community, we continue to thank each of you for your presence and support. Although it
may seem like we are just a handful of men, women and children, if we commit ourselves
to serving our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we will experience the miracle of growth as
the Holy Spirit brings others into His service to help us build His new church in the
Peachtree City, Georgia area for the glory of God!

COMMUNITY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Thursday, May 8 (Eve of Feast of St. Christopher the Martyr – Parish Name Day):
6:00 pm Divine Liturgy
7:15 pm Community Dinner (non-fasting food)
Your continued support and mutual encouragement are essential and appreciated!

